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Introduction 

According to international law, the Latin phrase “Terra nullius,” translated into “no man’s land,” is               

used to describe unclaimed territory that any country can acquire. In a world where countries control the                 

majority of land and clear borderlines were drawn out, certain lands are still left unclaimed for a variety of                   

reasons. For some of the unclaimed territories, border disputes between two or more neighboring              

countries prevent any country from claiming the territory. For other unclaimed territories, there may be no                

reason to acquire such land due to the lack of natural resources and technology, unsuitable living                

conditions, and remote geographic areas. 

Currently, the most notable example of an “unclaimed land” would be the Marie Byrd Land or the                 

continent of Antarctica in general. In addition, the seabed and surface of international waters and               

celestial objects in outer space could also count towards unclaimed land. The Common Heritage of               

Mankind Principle (CHP) states that certain territories, specifically Antarctica, international waters, and            

outer space shouldn’t be exploited by one or a few countries. Instead, those territories should be used to                  

benefit mankind as a whole, meaning that the profits and benefits should be equally shared among all                 

countries under international treaties. Lastly, the uses must all be peaceful and not involve military               

weapons, preventing conflicts or wars from breaking out. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Antarctica 

Research Report | Page 1 of 17 
 



Pacific American School Model United Nations 2018 

Antarctica is the coldest, most remote, and southernmost continent on Earth that is claimed by               

seven countries. It has no permanent settled population other than the 1,000-5,000 people who work at                

research stations throughout the entire continent. 

Celestial Objects 

Also called astronomical objects, celestial objects are naturally formed matter located outside the             

Earth’s atmosphere and fill up the universe, such as the Moon, Mars, and all other outer space objects. 

Excavation 

Excavation is the process digging and removing soil from the ground to be used for purposes to                 

symbolize claim over a certain territory. Actions can include mining coal or other natural resources to lay                 

a foundation for future buildings and settlements. 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the Exclusive Economic               

Zone (EEZ) is the sea of a country that stretches out 200 nautical miles from the baseline. Countries will                   

have special rights to use the natural resources, such as using water or wind to produce energy. 

Internal Waters 

Also under the UNCLOS, internal waters are the bodies of water that come inside the baseline of                 

a country. Since all countries have the right to use their internal waters as part of their claims, they have                    

the right to excavate resources and establish federal laws in the region. 

International Waters 

The UNCLOS defines international waters as the oceans, seas, or other waters outside of the               

twelve nautical miles territorial waters or internal waters that aren’t controlled by any country. All               

countries are given the right to conduct certain activities in international waters, including fishing, laying               

underwater pipes and cables, and navigating. 
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Caption #1: Diagram of internal waters, EEZs, and international waters as defined in the UNCLOS. 

Sovereignty 

Article 2 of the UN Charter states that the UN “is based on the principle of the sovereign equality                   

of all its Members.” Sovereignty is the power an independent country has to control its own freedom and                  

territory, and every country should be treated equally. Moreover, other countries should not be able to                

interfere with domestic affairs happening in other countries. 

Territorial Disputes 

Territorial disputes are disagreements between two or more countries over control in a particular              

land or water. Examples include border disagreements, newly independent or unrecognized countries,            

and maritime boundary disagreements. 

Unclaimed Land 

Unclaimed land is territory that is currently not possessed or controlled by any country, meaning               

that any country is able to acquire it. Most important examples include Antarctica, the outer space, and                 

international waters. 

 

Background Information 

Territorial Claims in Antarctica 
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The Antarctic Treaty stated that no new claims of Antarctica could be made after 1961, and none                 

of the claims before 1961 can be expanded. Seven countries including Argentina, Australia, Chile,              

France, New Zealand, Norway, and the United Kingdom made eight different claims throughout             

Antarctica as overseas territories. In those claims, there are some overlapping territories, mainly             

between Argentina, Chile, and the United Kingdom. These claims are not recognized by the international               

community but instead only recognized by the national laws between the respective countries. The              

United Kingdom was the first country to make its Antarctic territorial claim which became known as the                 

British Antarctic Territory. It was soon followed by New Zealand’s Ross Dependency in 1923, France’s               

Adélie Land in 1924, Norway’s Peter I Island and Queen Maud Land in 1929 and 1939, and Chile’s                  

Chilean Antarctic Territory in 1940. Argentina’s claim of Argentine Antarctica in 1942 was the last claim. 

 

Caption #2: The seven Antarctic claim, including overlapping claims and the unclaimed Marie Byrd Land. 

The East and South China Sea Disputes 

In the East China Sea Dispute, China, Japan, and Taiwan fought over “five uninhabited islets and                

three barren rocks” called the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, a part of the EEZ of all three countries. Also,                 

Brunei, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam all fought for claims over              

multiple island groups in the South China Sea Dispute. The nine-dash line extends hundreds of miles                

south of China, overlapping with international waters, the EEZs, and even the 12 nautical miles territorial                

waters of certain countries. Except for Brunei, all six countries have repeated claims over the few major                 

archipelagos, including the Spratly and Paracel Islands. 

Both of these conflicts weren’t fought to control the small islands, rocks, or the resources on the                 

island itself. Instead, it was fought over huge oil and natural gas reserves under the ocean, as well as the                    

control for major trade routes passing through and the right to fish in these waters. Under the South                  
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China Sea, a natural gas reserve holds 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. There is also an oil reserve                    

that ranks 6th in the world and more than Kuwait, holding eleven billion barrels of oil. One-third of all                   

global trade, accounting for $5.3 trillion, also passes through the South China Sea, where it is important                 

for countries to transport their goods by the ocean. 

 

Caption #3: The East and South China Sea disputes, showing the countries, territorial claims, and disputed islands. 

The Space Race 

From 1957 to 1975, the Cold War instigated competition between the world’s two superpowers,              

the United States and the Soviet Union. Since both countries never officially declared war on each other,                 

the Cold War was considered a proxy war, an Arms Race, and even a Space Race, in which the two                    

countries competed in outer space to show off their space technology. When the Soviet Union used its                 

R-7 Semyorka missile to launch the Sputnik I satellite, the United States launched its first satellite                

Explorer 1. Both countries were afraid that the intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) used by each               

other to launch the satellite would have the ability to launch a nuclear warhead into outer space. 

As the Space Race continued, the United States sent its first human spaceflight Freedom 7 and                

its first Earth orbit Mercury-Atlas 6. Most importantly, in 1969, the US launched the Apollo 11 mission to                  

the moon, also known as the “One giant leap for mankind,” that landed American astronauts Neil                

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, the first two humans on the moon. In retaliation, the Soviet Union launched                 

the Luna 1 spacecraft reaching the moon, the Vostok 1 spacecraft carrying humans into space, and the                 

Luna 10 satellite orbiting the moon. 
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Key Issues 

Maritime Border Disputes in International Waters 

In a world where resources and trade gain importance, there is an increased number of maritime                

boundary disputes. The conflicts over the East and South China Sea are two major examples that                

demonstrate other possible future disputes and how they are affected by each countries’ interests over               

certain resources found. In places ranging from Ghana and Ivory Coast to Australia and Timor-Leste,               

countries fought over maritime borders claims for a greater significance of oil and natural gas deposits. In                 

both cases, it led to international court rulings, with the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea                  

(ITLOS) ruling for Ghana and Ivory Coast and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) ruling for                

Australia and Timor-Leste. 

Militarization/Weaponization of Outer Space 

One of the preambles of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 stated that all “exploration and use of                  

outer space” should be “for peaceful purposes.” However, many countries used it for non-peaceful              

purposes, leading to problems that the treaty overlooked. The Outer Space Treaty only included              

regulations for Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs), but has no limit towards other kinds of weapons.                

The United States and the Soviet Union both had strong military capabilities in outer space. Both                

countries possess anti-satellite weapons that could destroy satellites and ICBMs that pass through             

space. Another threat, China, launched a KT-2 medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM) to destroy one of               

its Fengyun old weather satellite in space. By launching the ASM-135 ASAT anti-satellite missile to               

destroy its P-781 Solwind satellite, the US conducted a similar test back in 1985. Both in times of war                   

and peace, these examples are possible events that countries used the outer space for non-peaceful               

purposes, potentially leading to an intense arms race or even space war. 

Marie Byrd Land and Research Stations 

Marie Byrd Land, a part of Antarctica between 90°W-150°W, is left unclaimed. Aside from these               

claims already made, they are also possible future claims from the United States, Russia, Brazil, and                

Uruguay. Moreover, a country doesn’t need a claim in Antarctica to operate science and research               

stations in the continent. For example, countries like China, Germany, India, Japan, Russia, South              

Africa, South Korea, the United States, and many others operated one or more stations on a part of                  

Antarctica that is claimed by one of the seven countries. 
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Caption #4: Map of the current major research stations in Antarctica and the countries that own them. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

People's Republic of China 

For international waters, China became one of the most important countries because of its              

maritime disputes in the East and South China Sea. China, as the world’s top oil consumer,                

demonstrates an increase in a country's interest in unexcavated territories once natural resources and              

trade are found. Although China only joined Antarctic exploration in the 1980s and built its first Great                 

Wall station in 1985, China slowly gained importance on the continent. In 30 years, China sent 33                 

Antarctic missions and built four research stations, showing China's big role in climate change, natural               

resources, tourism, and fishing. In outer space, the China National Space Administration (CNSA) is also               

one of strongest in the world. This makes China one of the strongest countries in outer space, just like                   

Russia and the United States, and how its space and military technology could threaten the peaceful use                 

of outer space. 

Russian Federation 

Still being the Soviet Union before 1991, Russia was one of the two major countries involved in                  

the Cold War. Before the Space Race ended it held a lot of achievements, like the first satellite, first                   

spacewalk, and first robot on the moon. With all of its achievements and the strong Soviet Space                 

Program, the Soviet Union also had many weapons present in outer space. In addition to the Polyus                 

orbital weapon platform and four military satellites, their R-36 Fractional Orbital Bombardment System             

(FOBS) could launch an ICBM over Antarctica to North America and be undetected by the North                
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American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). 

Although it would overlap with the claims of Canada, Norway, Denmark, and the United States,               

Russia made an Arctic claim that would extend 200 miles beyond its EEZ. To show its military                 

capabilities and use the Arctic’s resources, Russia created a fleet of 40 icebreakers, rebuilt its Cold War                 

bases, and upgraded ports and airports. As part of the Fourth International Polar Year (IPY) and its                 

Arktika 2007 expedition, Russia used an Mir Submersible to put a Russian flag into the seabed of the                  

Arctic Ocean. It demonstrates that the land it claimed, full of oil, natural gas, and mineral resources, is                  

part of Russian territory. While Russia is not involved in Antarctica except for its cooperation with                

Chinese stations, the Arctic claim demonstrates Russia’s ability to do the same actions in Antarctica or                

elsewhere. 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) 

The main purpose of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) is to disarm               

nuclear weapons and other WMDs, for instance, chemical and biological weapons. Aside from WMDs,              

the UNODA also supports the disarmament of conventional weapons like missiles, landmines, and sea              

mines. To achieve their nuclear disarmament goals, the UNODA established Nuclear-Weapon-Free           

Zones (NWFZ). It covers many parts of the world, including South America, Africa, Oceania, Southeast               

Asia, and Central Asia, all of which are neither nuclear weapon owning countries nor nuclear sharing                

countries. The NWFZ is related to the relevant regional treaties, as well as the Antarctic Treaty, Outer                 

Space Treaty, Moon Agreement and Seabed Treaty for unexcavated territories. 

 

Caption #5: Map of the Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones (NWFZ) established by the UNODA. 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) 
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The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is a Secretariat to the United               

Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS). Both the office and committee, as                

well as its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee, deals with the issue of                

the international cooperation in outer space and using it peacefully. Ever since the Space Race, the                

UNOOSA took a part in space activities to make sure that none are used for non-peaceful purposes. It is                   

responsible for the United Nations Programme on Space Applications (PSA), where the UNOOSA tries              

to improve science and space technology for all countries, especially developing countries. The             

UNOOSA and COPUOS are responsible for many treaties and agreements regarding the issue, most              

notably the Outer Space Treaty and Moon Treaty. 

The United States of America 

Ever since former US President Dwight Eisenhower established the National Aeronautics and            

Space Administration (NASA) in 1958, there have been constant threats from the US trying to militarize                

outer space. About fifty years later, President George W. Bush proposed the 2006 US National Space                

Policy. Under it, the United States rejected arm controls, and instead wanted to expand military weapons                

into outer space. Recently, in December 2017, President Donald Trump signed the New Space Policy               

Directive that allows NASA to send astronauts and missions back to the Moon and eventually Mars. The                 

US never sent another mission after the Apollo 17 mission in 1972, which it hopes to continue together                  

with Trump’s reestablishment of the National Space Council in June 2017. 

In the South China Sea and other disputes, the United States conducted freedom of navigation               

exercises. The US Navy sent many ships that sailed within twelve nautical miles of China’s artificial                

islands to show its protest against China’s actions of building islands and claiming international waters.               

The United States didn’t claim any part of Antarctica despite the possibilities of the US announcing its                 

claims. It has five active stations in Antarctica and nine more summer or closed stations, all of which is                   

operated by the United States Antarctic Program. 

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events 

Date Description of event 

July 21st, 1908 

British Antarctic Territory (BAT) 

The United Kingdom was the first of the seven countries to make a territorial 

claim in Antarctica, which will soon be followed by Argentina, Australia, Chile, 

France, New Zealand, and Norway. 

October 4th, 1957 Launch of Sputnik I 
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The Soviet Union launched  the Sputnik I Satellite, marking the beginning of the 

Space Race between the United States. 

July 15th, 1975 

Apollo-Soyuz Test Project 

The Apollo-Soyuz Test Project was the first example of cooperation between the 

two major powers in the Cold War, symbolizing the end of the Space Race and 

later leading to more international space cooperation between many countries. 

November 20th, 1998 

International Space Station (ISS) 

The US launched the International Space Station (ISS) as it notably became 

one of the most important examples of international and peaceful space 

cooperation. 

March 1st, 2007 

Fourth International Polar Year (IPY) 

Occurring for two years, the fourth IPY became the largest observation and 

research event for the North and South Pole, involving 50,000 people from 60 

countries. 

July 12th, 2016 

South China Sea Arbitration 

China rejected the PCA’s rulings in favor of the Philippines on the South China 

Sea Arbitration, following a list of P-5 countries that didn’t obey international 

court rulings. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Antarctic Treaty System, 1 December 1959 

The Antarctic Treaty and the other agreements related to it were known together as the Antarctic 

Treaty System. With 53 parties, twelve of which are the important countries involved in the IGY, the 

Antarctic Treaty stated that Antarctica should be used for a peaceful purpose and equally shared among 

all countries. It states that instead of the seven countries having a claim, no new claims can be made, 

and the ICJ should peacefully solve disputes over Antarctica. 
● Outer Space Treaty, 27 January 1967 

The Outer Space Treaty, similar to the Antarctic Treaty it was modeled after, had the main 

purpose of promoting peaceful cooperation in outer space. By saying that no country could place WMDs 

or conduct military actions anywhere in space, and that no country could claim sovereignty over a 

celestial body, the Outer Space Treaty later became the basis of international space law. The treaty has 

Research Report | Page 10 of 17 
 



Pacific American School Model United Nations 2018 

107 ratifications and 23 more signatories. Follow up documents included the Rescue Agreement, Space 

Liability Convention, Registration Convention, and the unsuccessful Moon Treaty. 

● The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 10 December 1982 

One of the main purposes of the UNCLOS was to define internal waters, EEZ, international 

waters, and many other classifications of waters. Before 1960, each country had a different territorial 

water limit ranging from three miles to over twelve miles. Today, only two countries, Jordan and Palau, 

still use the old limit. Moreover, the UNCLOS gave the rights countries could have in different types of 

waters, created rules to protect maritime resources and the environment, and established the 

International Seabed Authority (ISA). 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Bilateral Cooperation in Space 

The Apollo–Soyuz Test Project was the first successful example of cooperation between the two              

Space Race rivals. This project was where an American Apollo Command/Service Module (CSM)             

docked with a Soviet Soyuz 19 spacecraft. The project was made up of a crew of three Americans on the                    

Apollo and two Soviets on the Soyuz, where the crews receive messages from the leaders of both                 

countries, Soviet Premier Leonid Brezhnev and U.S. President Gerald Ford. During the two days after               

the ships were docked, the crews conducted five joint experiments together and exchanged flags, gifts,               

and visited each other’s spacecraft. After the mission ended and the astronauts reentered Earth, the               

project was regarded as a successful action that symbolized the end of the Space Race and an                 

improvement of relationships in the Cold War.  

Global Scientific Research Programs 

The IPY occurred four times (1882–1883, 1932–1933, 1957–1958, 2007–2009). From July 1,            

1957, to December 31, 1958, the third IPY was known as the International Geophysical Year (IGY). The                 

IPYs and IGY allowed the global community, ranging from twelve countries in the first IPY to over sixty                  

countries in the fourth IPY, to understand the importance of the polar regions and how it is able to                   

influence the world’s climate. Instead of conducting separate researches, they created international            

efforts and began new periods of scientific discovery. The fourth and most recent IPY happened over a                 

two years period between March 2007 and March 2009. Organized by the International Council for               

Science (ICSU) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), it is the largest of all where over                

sixty countries and more than 50,000 people conducted 228 reports.  

International Cooperation in Space 
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The ISS is considered as the most important and one of the few examples of international                

peaceful cooperation in outer space. The ISS was able to closely tie the five space agencies and fifteen                  

countries involved. The five space agencies involved are the Canadian Space Agency (CSA), European              

Space Agency (ESA), Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), Roscosmos, and NASA. The two             

segments of the ISS, the Russian Orbital Segment (ROS) and the United States Orbital Segment               

(USOS), is shared by the countries that work together every day on the operations, training,               

development, and research. After Atlantis's last flight in 2001, the United States ended its space program                

so that Russia’s Soyuz rockets and SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft became the only ones to transport               

astronauts and cargo to the ISS. 

However, many countries are still excluded from the ISS, with a notable example being China.               

When the 112th United States Congress banned NASA from cooperating with the CNSA, Chinese              

astronauts have never and will never be allowed on the ISS. In the University of California’s 2015 report                  

China Dream, Space Dream, it mentioned how “China’s efforts to use its space program to transform                

itself into a military, economic, and technological power may come at the expense of U.S. leadership and                 

has serious implications for U.S. interests.” Since China had a disreputable human rights record and               

could use the ISS’s technology for other purposes, this forced China to be unable to cooperate with the                  

rest of the world and create its own space station instead. The five Brazil, Russia, India, China, and                  

South Africa (BRICS) member states also considered to built its own space station. 

 

Caption #6: The space agencies and sites involved in the International Space Station Program. 

International Court Rulings on International Water Disputes 

To solve disputes of international waters and decide which countries have rights over the waters,               

a common solution was international court rulings. However, many countries, especially those that have              

Research Report | Page 12 of 17 
 



Pacific American School Model United Nations 2018 

more international power and influence, didn’t obey them. In the International Court of Justice (ICJ), not                

legally binding recommendations are usually given instead of legally binding orders. Because of each              

country’s sovereignty, the ICJ cannot force countries to follow its recommendations, meaning that a              

country is allowed to refuse its rulings under any conditions. The only thing that the ICJ could do is to ask                     

the UN Security Council (UNSC) to enforce the rulings, where the UNSC will be allowed to give                 

diplomatic pressure, impose sanctions, and put trade embargoes. 

Since the P5 nations in the UNSC have veto power, the conflicts between the P5 nations would                 

deem the council ineffective. They could simply veto anything in the SC regarding their case for                

themselves or one of their allies. In the past, many countries respected the ICJ and followed their rulings,                  

but some have not. Although not from the ICJ, a major example could be the China v.s. Philippines case                   

in the PCA. After it ruled in favor of the Philippines, the Chinese government simply rejected the ruling.                  

China thus continued building artificial islands and having regular military exercises to show the world               

that the South China Sea belongs to no one but China. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Establishment of Relevant Government Agencies 

While some countries have relevant government agencies dealing with the outer space,            

Antarctica, and other unexcavated territories, most countries don’t. After the fall of the Soviet Union and                

the end of the Soviet Space Program, Russia didn’t have a space agency that could cooperate with other                  

space agencies until Roscosmos was created almost a year later. By establishing these new government               

agencies if countries don’t already have one, they could be responsible for launching missions and               

developing technology, research, and science. It could deal with other space organizations all around the               

world to peacefully cooperate together, all of which couldn’t be done without the establishments of these                

organizations. However, although it sounds easy, creating these organizations would be difficult because             

of the fundings for developing countries, and solutions on how to do so and the exact roles are important. 

Long-Term Weapon Disarmament 

A plan for countries to disarm their biological, chemical, nuclear, and radiological weapons could              

be a long-term solution. Slowly, countries should reduce their existing WMDs and limit the new ones                

produced to eventually prevent a war over unexcavated territories. A way this could be done is through                 

treaties and agreements, where countries set goals about the amount of weapons reduced and the time                

frame needed. This should happen between rival countries, where they both decrease their weapons at               

the same time and rate, so that one side wouldn’t feel threatened when they have disarmed while the                  

other side haven’t. With a lot less weapons, disarmament will prevent countries from going to war with                 
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each other. Although wars should be prevented, even if they do happen, the possible casualties will be                 

significantly lower since there are no weapons capable of killing huge amounts of people. 

 

Caption #7: An example of successful weapon disarmament where the United States and Soviet Union/Russia have 

decreased their nuclear weapons from their highest points of 25,000 and 40,000 to about 5,000 now. 

Providing Regulations, Monitoring, and Punishments 

Proving rules, laws, and regulations towards the excavation and development unexcavated           

territories is an important solution. The term peaceful cooperation is generally broad, so countries would               

interpret it different ways and conduct varied actions. While those unexcavated territories should be used               

equally among all countries and benefit the international community, it is relatively general and not for a                 

certain territory. Those rules, laws, and regulations should give specific detail on what types of               

cooperation and what actions are allowed, how the natural resources should be shared, and how much                

money and technology each country willing to invest. It should set goals on what the excavation or                 

development is going to achieve, how it will benefit every country, and what measures will be taken to                  

ensure equal and peaceful cooperation. 

To make sure that all actions are peaceful, there should be ways to monitor what countries are                 

doing. While there are many ways, some examples include reporting to the relevant United Nations               

Organization (UNO) or a specific organization before launching their exploration, checking the machine             

to make sure that they don’t contain any weapons or any war plans, and monitoring all current missions.                  

Despite all the measures to ensure nonviolent cooperation, there are still countries that will violate them                

and use their cooperation for military purposes. These violations should already be provided in the               

regulations. In cases like this, there should be punishments aimed at discouraging countries from taking               

such actions or forcing the country to stop current actions. While there are many different options that                 
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have different intensities, two possible consequences are sanctions and bans to participate in future              

international cooperations. 
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