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Introduction 

The issue of indigenous people’s rights to land has been undergoing intensification since the              

modernization of the world. Indigenous land rights refer to the individual and collective rights of               

indigenous people to claim their lands, resources, and territories. The land and the terrestrial ecosystems               

serve not only as a home that harbors countless indigenous groups but also as the emblematic                

importance to indigenous identities in cultural, historical, and political aspects. 

As governments and enterprises endeavored to venture and develop underdeveloped and           

remote areas, the question of indigenous land rights has become an increasingly controversial issue. On               

one side there stand large industries and enterprises that desire open access to lands to expand                

development that can generate immense profit and economic benefits. On the other side, there stand               

indigenous peoples and human rights groups that view indigenous land losses as a violation of               

indigenous rights and environmental protection groups that view indigenous lands as a key factor in the                

protection of the environment, biodiversity, and the global climate. 

The continuity of indigenous land rights issues stems from development projects and            

environmental factors. Development projects such as highways and oil pipelines can disrupt local             

environments, encroach native lands, and divide indigenous groups. Oftentimes, there wasn’t Free, Prior             

and Informed Consent (FPIC) with indigenous peoples before construction starts. Environmentally,           

climate change has caused rising sea levels and increased the frequency of natural disasters, which can                

both critically threaten indigenous lands. 

International efforts have been made to protect indigenous land rights through conventions and             

documents like the International Labor Organization (ILO) Convention 107, ILO Convention 169, and the              

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). However, the effectiveness             
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of these documents can be reflected in the continuous relevance and urgency of indigenous land rights.                

Ultimately, one must ask oneself: what else can be done to solve this pressing issue? 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Indigenous People 

According to the UN, “Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of unique cultures and              

ways of relating to people and the environment.” There are currently more than 370 million indigenous                

people globally across more than 90 countries and covers a small 5% in the global population. Although                 

they are spread across a large territory, they are usually related to a specific region in a continent or                   

climate zone. Their cultures and histories are intricately linked to the specific region they live in. Over                 

time, they developed a distinct society that includes a variety of different characteristics from the               

dominant society in the region. Most indigenous people use different languages, practice different             

religions and beliefs, and wear different clothes. However, indigenous people are becoming more             

disadvantaged in the current world. They vulnerable to poverty, mistreatment, discrimination, and poor             

health. These people cover approximately 15% of the extreme poverty of the global population and their                

life expectancy can be up to 20 years lower than the non-indigenous people in the region. 

Discrimination 

Discrimination is the selection of ill and prejudiced treatment towards an individual or a group               

without reasonable justifications. These individuals are usually categorized based on their race, age,             

gender, sexual orientation, disability, religion, language, nationality, and social class. Discrimination is a             

key factor in the frequent violation of indigenous rights. 

Indigenous Rights 

Indigenous rights are the rights granted to indigenous people because of their special conditions.              

These rights include the right to survival as well as other basic human rights and the preservation of land,                   

religion, language, and other cultural elements. They had always wanted to express their longing for               

international recognition. However, indigenous rights are often violated due to foreign oppression and             

colonization. There are several international declarations and documents that were meant for the             

protection of indigenous rights, such as the UNDRIP, the ILO Convention No. 107, and the ILO                

Convention No. 169. 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
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In response to the frequent violations of indigenous people’s human rights, the General Assembly              

adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) on September              

13th, 2007. This international human rights instrument defines and protects the collective and individual              

rights of indigenous people. It created a framework of laws of indigenous rights that “constitute the                

minimum standards for the survival, dignity, and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world”               

(Article 43). The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples stated that indigenous peoples enjoy               

human rights and fundamental freedoms outlined in the United Nations Charter and the Universal              

Declaration of Human Rights. Article 2 protects indigenous peoples against any forms of discrimination.              

Article 3 guaranteed that “indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination” (Article 3), meaning              

that they have the right to govern, sovereignty and to determine their destiny. According to Article 5, they                  

have the right to have political, economic, and social relationships and participation in the life of both                 

indigenous cultures and the State, if they choose to. Article 6 protects indigenous peoples by allowing                

them to have a right to a nationality. 144 countries voted in favor, 11 abstained, while Australia, Canada,                  

New Zealand, and the United States of America voted against. 

Indigenous Land Rights 

Indigenous land rights are the collective and individual rights of indigenous people to land. That               

means indigenous people have the right to alienate, use, and exclude others from their lands. Indigenous                

people usually have strong connections with their lands, territories, and resources. They serve as a               

fundamental part of indigenous people’s identity, due to the religious, political, spiritual, and cultural              

significance of the environment to indigenous groups. According to the United Nations Declaration on the               

Rights of Indigenous Peoples, “indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or               

territories” (Article 10). According to Article 26, they also have the right to use, own and develop the                  

lands they possess, either traditionally occupied or otherwise acquired. They are also granted the right to                

“maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual relationship” (Article 25) with their land. 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) is the right of indigenous people to consult to give or                 

withhold consent on development projects that will have an effect on their lands. After consent is given                 

by the indigenous peoples, they can withdraw consent at any stage of the development project. It is                 

recognized in several international instruments including the UNDRIP and serves as a protection of              

indigenous land rights. However, Free, Prior and Informed Consent is often violated. Numerous private              

enterprises and companies did not inform indigenous people before projects are started and did not stop                

the projects even after indigenous people responded against them. 
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Terrestrial Ecosystems 

Terrestrial ecosystems are land-based ecosystems that include a community of organisms and            

their physical interactions between the abiotic components in the area. There are six main examples of                

terrestrial ecosystems: deserts, grasslands, taigas, tropical deciduous forests, tropical rainforests, and           

tundra. These ecosystems are categorized by their temperature, precipitation, soil, sunlight, and many             

other abiotic elements. 

 

Background Information 

Historical Context 

Indigenous people have strong ties with their lands. Their lives are heavily dependent on the               

lands and are attached to them spiritually, religiously, and culturally. To many, these territories act as                

symbols for social status and instruments for inheritance.  

The constant violation of indigenous land rights dates back to the Age of Exploration when               

Europeans began to search for new trade routes through seas. In search of economic benefits, the                

Europeans not only found more trade routes but also discovered new lands and continents where native                

indigenous people thrived and roamed. The Europeans started the persecution of indigenous people as              

soon as they arrived on these new lands. The Europeans had numerous advantages over the natives,                

like guns, horses, and other superior technologies. A coincidental advantage the Europeans gained was              

the diseases that decimated countless tribes because of the natives’ lack of immunity. For example,               

when Columbus first arrived in the Americas, his men assaulted the local Taino people. Columbus’s men                

forced the natives to give up their lands. Following Columbus’s “success,” a new wave of European                

conquerors arrived in the Americas. Over the Age of Exploration, more and more parts of the region were                  

invaded and claimed by different European countries, violating the indigenous peoples’ land rights. The              

continuous colonization of numerous non-European lands worsened this issue even more. 

Fast forward to the late 18th century, many countries began undergoing industrialization. They             

started to develop and advance into indigenous lands that were already limited. Large industries              

competed with indigenous people for resources in indigenous lands. In more extreme cases, they are               

discriminated against and abused by violence, which includes forced labor and forced relocation. 

In many countries, the collective and individual rights of indigenous people are not recognized.              

Even if there were laws about indigenous land rights, most laws about them were outdated and can be                  

contradictory to new laws and customs. Necessary procedures of the classification of indigenous lands,              
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like titling, demarcation, and resource mapping, weren’t even set up in most countries. This resulted in                

the violations of indigenous land rights, as many are forced to move or relocate and are denied of their                   

rights to land.  

The issue of the violation of indigenous land rights had always been present and seriously               

deteriorating until the international organizations took action. In 1957, the International Labour            

Organization (ILO) established the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention No. 107 to recognize             

certain indigenous people’s rights and to set an international standard for countries. In 1989, ILO               

established the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention No. 169 as a revision of its predecessor,               

the ILO Convention No. 107. Article 13 of the convention stressed the respect that governments should                

have on the cultural and spiritual relationships of indigenous peoples and their lands or territories. The                

lands and territories that they occupied traditionally should also be recognized. On September 13, 2007,               

the United Nations adopted the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This international               

instrument made a more complete standard in the collective and individual rights of the indigenous               

people. The ILO Convention No. 169 did not explicitly state whether indigenous peoples have the right to                 

veto any investment or development projects and measures, the UNDRIP states that Free, Prior and               

informed consent must be obtained before the commencement of any measures can affect them. 

Factors of indigenous land rights issues 

There are many factors that lead to issues of indigenous land rights today. These include               

economic and development factors and environmental factors. 

Economic and development factors 

Due to the increased development for economic purposes, the size of indigenous lands is              

constantly decreasing around the world. Most indigenous people live in remote or relatively             

unexplored and underdeveloped places that cover about 25% of the land on earth. These lands               

usually attract governments and enterprises with high economic values they present, including            

fossil fuels, minerals, wood, or other organic materials. They are also targeted for the              

development of transportation or businesses. For example, although the Trans Mountain Pipeline            

System that carries crude and refined oil in Canada can largely benefit its economy, the               

construction of the system can disrupt the local indigenous environment and the pipeline itself              

can separate indigenous groups. Another common way governments and enterprises increase           

development is through deforestation. The Amazon Rainforest is home to 400 indigenous tribes,             

with an estimated indigenous population of 20 million. However, an estimated 20,000 square             
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miles a year is being deforested. This can result in decreasing lands of the indigenous peoples in                 

the Amazon Rainforest, clearly violating their land rights. 

Environmental factors 

A major cause of the issue of indigenous land rights is caused by the environment.               

Natural disasters that occur can damage or destroy natural environments. Most indigenous            

people depend on their environment as a home and as a part of their cultural identity. For                 

example, wildfires in the Amazon Rainforest have been increasingly common and frequent            

throughout recent years, destroying lands that belong to the 400 indigenous tribes that lived              

there. Although these events are catastrophic to indigenous people, some governments are slow             

and hesitant to react and offer protection or aid. People blamed President Jair Bolsonaro for his                

initial hesitancy and unwillingness to receive aid from the G7. Another environmental factor that              

significantly causes the decrease of indigenous lands is climate change. Indigenous tribes that             

live by the coast or on islands may experience a gradual yet significant amount of land loss due                  

to rising sea levels, a major effect of climate change. For example, the             

Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw tribe in Louisiana, United States, has been increasingly threatened by           

the vanishing coastline. Native people were forced to be resettled after 98 of the coastal wetlands                

have been replaced by water since 1950. 

Indigenous land rights to sustainable developments 

Securing and promoting indigenous land rights not only support the basic rights of indigenous              

people but also boost sustainable development and the preservation of terrestrial ecosystems.            

Indigenous people often live in remote areas that include a variety of ecosystems. Indigenous people are                

the main defenders in environmental protection through various public awareness events. Since            

indigenous people hold up to 40% of the world’s protected areas and ecologically intact terrestrial               

ecosystems, it is crucial for governments to promote the preservation of these lands. Although comprised               

of less than 5% of the total population, indigenous people protect up to 80% of the remaining                 

biodiversity. With natural environments and countless species declining at an exponential rate, it is              

important to uphold indigenous land rights. 

Indigenous people have also been in the lead of combating climate change. Numerous projects              

led by indigenous people are striving to promote the use of clean energy, a substitute for fossil fuels that                   

create greenhouse gases. Greenhouse gases can create greenhouse effects, which will cause heat to              

be trapped and lead to global warming and climate change.. Terrestrial ecosystems in indigenous lands               

act as an important “carbon sink,” which holds more than 22% of the total carbon that is stored in                   

subtropical and tropical forests. The protection of indigenous lands can substantially alleviate the impacts              
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on climate change and, consequently, reserve more indigenous lands. This creates a beneficial cycle              

that benefits both the environment and indigenous rights. 

 

Key Issues 

Development projects 

One of the key issues of indigenous land rights is development projects. The construction of               

these projects, especially in remote areas where indigenous peoples thrive, can create huge problems              

for the land rights of indigenous groups. Building these structures can destabilize the local indigenous               

environments, divide indigenous groups, and result in indigenous land losses. The main types of such               

development projects are usually roads, highways, or pipelines for oil extractions. 

Trans-Amazonian Highway 

In Brazil, the Trans-Amazonian Highway was a 2000 mile highway in Brazil that started to               

construct on September 27, 1972. It cuts through the heart of the Amazon Rainforest as the                

third-largest highway in Brazil. Although this highway was built with the anticipation to boost the               

economic flow of Brazil, it can bring numerous downsides. The constructions of the             

Trans-Amazonian Highway have caused the deforestation of the Amazon Rainforest. Another           

intention of this transportation system was to help the government to extend the overall              

development of remote areas. However, more development means more disturbance in the            

ecosystem of the Amazon rainforest, which is home to countless species and hundreds of              

indigenous tribes. These actions will destabilize local indigenous environments in their territories            

and very possibly result in land losses.  
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Caption #1: This image of the Trans-Amazonian Highway shows the significant amount of             

deforestation the constructions caused. 

Trans Mountain Pipeline 

The Trans Mountain Pipeline was an oil pipeline system in Canada that carries crude and               

refined oil from Alberta to British Columbia. The pipeline can benefit the economy by opening new                

jobs, increasing Canada’s overall oil pipeline capacity by 300%, and resulting in a higher GDP for                

the country. However, with an increase in pipeline capacity, the required oil tankers are estimated               

to be five times more. The increased traffic would disturb indigenous environments and lands.              

The construction of this pipeline would also cause indigenous tribes to be physically divided. 

Road Expansion Project, Nepal 

In 2017, the Nepalese government started a large scale road expansion in the Kathmandu              

Valley. However, construction happened in the lands of the Newar indigenous group and             

negatively affected them. More than 150,000 people were displaced, with 90% of them from the               

indigenous Newar group. Although Nepal signed both the United Nations Declaration on the             

Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the ILO Convention no. 169, the country did not give the Free,                 

Prior and Informed Consent from the indigenous people before starting the project, which was              

required in both documents. On June 31, 2018, after a series of protests, the Supreme Court of                 

Nepal finally issued a judgment that was directed to the government to continue the road project                

only after the consent of the Newar people and to compensate for these people who had been                 

impacted by it. 

Trans Papua Highway 

The Trans Papua Highway is a 4000-kilometer highway in Indonesia’s Papua province to             

connect agricultural, oil, gas, and mining hubs. It is one of President Joko Widodo’s development               

plan to develop the impoverished eastern region and to gain access to the abundance of local                

natural resources. However, the development of this highway requires deforestation and the            

destruction of tropical rainforests, which is the natural home of indigenous people. Most             

indigenous groups communities that are hurt by the project were not consulted beforehand, nor              

were they fairly compensated after the start of the construction. As the ongoing construction of               

this highway slowly intrudes on native lands, tensions are escalated and violence constantly             

erupts. 

Dakota Access Pipeline 
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The Dakota Access Pipeline is an underground oil pipeline in the United States of              

America. After its approval as part of the US President Donald Trump’s wish to increase the US                 

domestic energy production, Native Americans felt that it ignored indigenous land rights. The             

construction not only intruded into the territories of Native Americans but also made             

environmental damages. There were incidents of oil leakage, which can damage the natural             

environment in native territories. This pipeline caused a series of ongoing protests from             

indigenous peoples to environmental activists. 

Deforestation and wildfires 

Another key issue that causes continued land losses for indigenous peoples is the deforestation.              

These forests are home to numerous indigenous tribes and play an important role in being their natural                 

habitat and culture. However, due to deforestation by external forces and the increasing forest fires,               

indigenous lands are constantly under threat. 

Deforestation in Indonesia 

Recently, the agricultural development of oil palm plantations has been the major cause of              

deforestation in Indonesia. From 2001 to 2017, more than 24 hectares of tropical forests were               

deforested, and about half of the deforestation was attributed to the increasing construction of oil               

palm plantations. These plantations are constantly replacing indigenous lands. Although          

numerous Indonesian laws had required companies to consult with local communities before            

commencing each stage of construction, there is no clear evidence of these actions. Yet, the               

government has remained a blind eye to the massive deforestation and prioritized economic gain              

from these plantations. As a result of if the significant indigenous land loss, there are numerous                

witnesses accounts of indigenous people being left homeless and living in poverty. 

Amazon Forest Fires 

Recently, wildfires in the Amazon Rainforest had been constantly increasing. There are            

more than 75,000 wildfires in the Amazon, which was an 80% increase of wildfires compared to                

the previous year. Rising temperature is a factor in the forest burning. However, another key               

factor is human activities. Trees have been set on fire to clear more land for farming and other                  

agricultural developments. This often causes accidents of fires that spread at an uncontrollable             

rate. The main policies of the newly elected Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro include the              

increase of agricultural activities and the overall development of the Amazon region. Enforcement             

of illegal logging had been weakened, as well as forest and environmental protections. The              

Amazon is home to more than 400 native tribes with a total of an estimated 20 million indigenous                  
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people. With more of the Amazon Rainforest deforested, more indigenous people face a growing              

threat of forced displacement or homelessness. However, the government of Brazil had failed to              

provide a solid action towards the protection of these indigenous people and their lands. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Brazil 

According to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics from a census in 2010, there are                

896,917 indigenous people from 305 ethnic groups in Brazil, covering up to 13.8% of the land. Brazil                 

voted in favor of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Also, Brazil’s                

Constitution of 1988 guarantees the indigenous people’s land rights and prohibits the eviction of              

indigenous groups from their natural lands. However, in recent years there is still an ongoing violation of                 

indigenous land rights in Brazil. Development projects like the Trans Amazonian Highway cause             

deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest, which is home to the vast majority of indigenous groups in                

Brazil. In addition to the development projects, forest fires have also been an important factor of                

indigenous land loss in Brazil. In recent years, forest fires in the Amazon Rainforest have become more                 

frequent, destroying more of the homes of indigenous people. Farmers were said to be encouraged by                

the Brazilian government to burn down woods to clear lands in order to expand Brazil’s agricultural                

industry. President Jair Bolsonaro’s recent agenda to increase development by opening up lands and              

resources that are previously safeguarded from exploitation also directly threatens the indigenous people             

in Brazil. 
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Caption #2: This picture shows the devastation and severe forest loss due to wildfires. 

Australia 

In present-day Australia, the population of indigenous people is 3% of the Australian population.              

The issue about the land rights of indigenous people had always been a problem after the British                 

colonization. Over these years, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people constantly struggled to              

gain legal recognition over their lands as the new white settlers encroached in their territories. In 1976,                 

the federal parliament of Australia passed the first Aboriginal Land Rights Acts. This was the first                

legislation that allowed aboriginal people in the Northern Territories a claim of title to their land as long as                   

they show evidence that they are traditionally related to the land. In 1993, the Australian Parliament                

passed the Native Title Act that recognized the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people “have a                

connection with the land or waters” (Native Title Act, 1993). However, Australia did not ratify the                

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention in 1989. Although Australia voted against the United Nations              

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2007, the country eventually ratified it in                

2009. Although indigenous people in Australia have been able to gain more of their land rights in recent                  

years, the progress is still slow. 

 

Caption #3: This graph shows the generally-increasing Native Title Determinations in Australia, which             

are decisions made to determine whether natives have relations associating a particular area of land. 

Canada 

Canada was one of the four countries that voted against the Declaration of the Rights of                

Indigenous Peoples in 2007. Canada believed that the declaration was overly broad and had significant               

concerns over the wording in the declaration. However, this action was condemned by human rights               
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organizations such as Amnesty International and numerous indigenous people, who said that Canada             

was betraying its legacy of human rights protection. In 2010, Canada decided to support the declaration.                

However, because of Canada's slow implementation of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous              

Peoples, indigenous land rights aren’t fully protected. Recently, Canada started development systems            

such as the Trans Mountain Pipeline System to transport oil across Canada. This is controversial               

because it can generate more than $ 1 billion in revenue, but the construction of the pipeline could divide                   

indigenous groups and disturb local environments. Another major cause of the issue of indigenous land               

rights in Canada is climate change. In the Lennox islands, rising sea levels constantly threaten               

indigenous lands, resulting in a 200-acre land loss in just one generation. 

China 

China does not recognize the term “indigenous people”, instead, it recognizes 55 ethnic             

minorities. China signed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, but it has                

not implemented since it doesn’t recognize “indigenous peoples” in the first place. Indigenous land rights               

remains a major issue in China. For example, the Chinese government started the policy to relocate                

native Tibetans for “environmental protection” even though indigenous knowledge and preservation of            

land are crucial to environmental sustainability. China’s five-year plan to increase energy production by              

27% also results in damming in Tibet, causing a serious land loss for the natives. In Inner Mongolia,                  

seizure and competition of lands and natural resources, grassland exploitation, and relocation of natives              

still remains a growing issue.  

New Zealand 

The Waitangi Treaty was signed by a number of Maori chiefs and the British Crown in New                 

Zealand in 1840. Although the treaty granted Maoris ‘the full, exclusive and undisturbed possession of               

their lands,’ it is mostly ignored. New Zealand was one of the four countries that did not ratify the United                    

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples but finally endorsed the declaration in 2010.               

The issue of the land rights of the Maori indigenous people is still prominent in New Zealand today. For                   

example, recently, people participated in the Ihumatao protests, which is caused by a controversial plan               

to start a housing project on the sacred indigenous site of Ihumatao. The government has been slow in                  

taking steps toward protecting indigenous land rights. 

Indonesia 

Indonesia is home to 50 to 70 million indigenous people. Although Indonesia signed the UN               

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and recognizes the rights of indigenous peoples as               

stated in its Constitution’s third amendment, the country is still currently increasing discrimination,             
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violence, and violations of land rights. Oil palm plantations are the attribution to more than half of the                  

deforestation in Indonesia. This caused increasing forced displacement and homelessness of indigenous            

people. Still, the Indonesian government is prioritizing agricultural business and economy instead of             

focusing on the basic land rights of natives. 

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

Date Description of event 

February 6th, 1840 

Signature of Waitangi Treaty 

The Waitangi Treaty was signed by a number of Maori chiefs and the British 

Crown in New Zealand that granted Maoris the undisturbed, exclusive and full 

possession of their lands. 

December 10th, 1948 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted 

The UDHR stated that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 

rights” (UDHR, Article 1), and also stated that everyone has the right listed in the 

declaration “without distinction of any kind”, which includes indigenous peoples. 

March 21th, 1951 

Creation of the Trans Mountain Pipeline Company 

Trans Mountain Pipeline Company was created on March 21, 1951, through a 

special Act of Parliament. Later on, the construction of this oil pipeline in 

Canada began. 

June 26th, 1957 

Adoption of ILO Convention 107 

The ILO Convention 107, also called Indigenous and Tribal Populations 

Convention, was adopted. This ILO Convention granted certain rights to 

indigenous people and set an international standard regarding their rights. 

September 27th, 1972 

The Trans-Amazonian Highway is started 

The Trans-Amazonian Highway was a 4000-kilometer highway that runs through 

the Amazon Rainforest. 
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December 16th, 1976 

Aboriginal Land Rights Act 

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act was signed by the Governor-General of the 

Commonwealth of Australia in 1976.  

June 27th, 1989 

Adoption of ILO Convention 169 

The ILO Convention 169 was a legally binding Convention by the International 

Labor Organization concerning indigenous rights. It acts as a successor of the 

ILO Convention 107 and the predecessor of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. 

September 13th, 

2007 

Adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples(UNDRIP) 

The UNDRIP was an international instrument that granted the individual and 

collective rights of indigenous peoples, which includes their rights to occupy 

lands, territories, and resources. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● ILO Convention 107, 26 June, 1957 

● ILO Convention 169, 27 June, 1989 

● Rights of indigenous peoples, 7 November, 2019 (A/C.3/74/L.19/Rev.1) 
● Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 13 September 2007 (A/RES/61/295) 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

The international community had made several attempts to resolve this issue. Most of these              

include the establishment of international treaties, conventions, or other documents. Examples of these             

documents by the UN or UN agencies include the ILO Convention 107, ILO Convention 109, and the UN                  

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. While the two ILO Conventions are legally binding,               

they only apply to member states in the International Labour Organization that ratified the convention.               

The UNDRIP, however, is not legally binding. Some countries did not ratify when the UNDRIP was first                 

adopted but still ratified later on. Even though countries signed and ratified the UNDRIP, not all countries                 

follow it. Numerous construction of development projects by enterprises have caused environmental            
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damage to indigenous rights and caused the forced relocation of numerous indigenous tribes, which is               

not allowed in the UN declaration. Furthermore, some countries like China does not recognize the term                

“indigenous people”. Although China signed and supported the UNDRIP, it was never implemented in              

the country to protect native or minority groups. In other countries like Australia, new laws were made to                  

protect indigenous land rights. Aboriginal Land Rights Acts was the first legislation that granted the               

indigenous peoples in the Northern Territories to lands as long as they proved that they are traditionally                 

connected to the land. In 1993, the Native Title Act that was passed by the Australian government                 

recognized the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people “have a connection with the land or waters”                

(Native Title Act, 1993). These laws are a fundamental step towards indigenous land rights. Although               

efforts had been made in countries, progress, implementation, and action are often slow. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Raising awareness 

One possible solution is to change the mentality of the public regarding indigenous people.              

Indigenous people are often discriminated against in some countries. By changing how the public thinks,               

the people can be more knowledgeable of the urgency and gravity of the issue, therefore more likely be                  

supporting the protection of indigenous rights. Laws and other actions by the governments would pass               

easier without the resistance of the public. The people are also more likely to speak out for indigenous                  

land rights when such rights are violated by corporations and enterprises. With increasing pressure from               

the people, these corporations and enterprises are more likely to comply with laws that uphold the land                 

rights of indigenous groups. 

Renewable energy 

Another possible way to solve this issue is by shifting from fossil fuel dependency to clean,                

renewable and sustainable energies. Fossil fuel emissions are the main source of greenhouse gas,              

which is the main factor of the increasing severity of climate change and global warming. Numerous                

indigenous groups have been forced to relocate due to rising sea levels, which is an effect of global                  

warming. Even more indigenous people’s homes are destroyed by natural disasters, which are becoming              

more frequent due to climate change. Recently, indigenous people have been taking the lead in projects                

that strive to make clean energy to tackle climate change. Governments’ support in the development of                

these projects would facilitate coordination with indigenous people and would foster the expansion of              

renewable resources that would eventually alleviate land losses due to severe weather. 
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