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Introduction
As time progresses, more and more colonies are becoming independent from their

mother nations as they regain political and sovereign independence from these mother nations.

However, decolonization is much easier said than done, as it involves a variety of issues —

including the peaceful transition of power, displaced people, violence, and social unrest — that

may come with independence.

In the last decade, there has been an exponential growth of new states appearing as an

effect of decolonization, especially in the African regions. The act of decolonization can lead to

several different issues, such as the question of migration and involuntary immigration. Another

major issue is the peaceful transition of governmental power during this time. These problems

exist especially amongst ethnic and religious minorities, who seek shelter due to the internal

conflict plaguing the regions.

However, the term “illegal immigrants'' has been thrown around and used as justification

for the mistreatment of refugees seeking shelter in states rife with both internal and external

conflicts as a result of decolonization; it serves as reasoning for strict and oftentimes violent

border control, which act as obstacles to safety for hundreds of thousands of refugees. Although

the debate regarding lawful, peaceful, and politically accepted ways to deal with the border

crisis does exist, it is internationally accepted that a nation has the legal right to reject a refugee,

displaced person, or any other group of non-nationals from entering the nation. Even those

more accepting of refugees who reject ethnonationalistic border restrictions still agree that

unauthorized immigration is still an issue that waits to be solved. There is a widespread debate

on which immigrants should be accepted and those who should be rejected from entering the



said nation. This issue is oftentimes described as the issue of political strangers — people who

previously did not hold political citizenship in the said nation — . There are two main issues with

these political strangers: the availability of shelter and resources in a host nation, and the other

issue of the selection process of refugees and immigrants who are allowed to enter.

Definition of Key Terms

Decolonization

Decolonization occurs when a state becomes independent from its mother colony by

becoming a new state altogether. Decolonization can refer to the cultural, religious, political,

economic, or psychological undoing of colonialism. Usually, decolonization starts with a

revolution in which a mother colony does not have enough economic or political power to

suppress the revolt. However, peaceful decolonization can be peaceful, although rare.

Post-colonial borders

Post-colonial borders refer to the binary divides between the newly independent state

from its mother colony. Post-colonial borders are a significantly larger issue when the new state

is bordering the original colony, such as the Hong Kong and China split. The Hong Kong and

China conflict has resulted in riots and protests, which was met with violent suppression from

both sides.

Colonization

Colonization refers to the action or process of establishing a colony and a government in

an area away from one’s homeland. The term usually has negative connotations, as it often

involves the invasion and establishment of political control in an area already inhabited by

indigenous people. There are several main reasons why a mother state would be incentivized to

colonize a region, including inexpensive human labor, material resources, cultural development,

economic benefits, and religious conversion.

Immigrants and Refugees

There is no clear definition of what exactly constitutes someone as an immigrant.

However, the UN Migration Agency (IOM) defines a migrant as any person who is moving or has

https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/who-is-a-migrant


moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual place of

residence, regardless of (1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the movement is voluntary or

involuntary; (3) what the causes for the movement are; or (4) what the length of the stay is. The

1951 Refugee Convention is a key legal document and defines a refugee as: “Someone who is

unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being

persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or

political opinion.” An immigrant refers to a person not originally from a country moving into it

permanently. Immigration is the act of an immigrant moving into the said nation. There are

several reasons why immigration may occur, including economic and social reasons,

reunification with other family members, or the seeking of shelter as a result of a natural

disaster. Refugees refer to groups of people who were forced out of their residing nation in order

to seek shelter from war, natural disasters, persecution, or violence.

Ethnic stratification

Ethnic stratification refers to the deliberate social and sometimes physical separation of

two or more ethnicities with the main purpose of achieving discriminaton and separation. Ethnic

stratification is usually tangent to the distribution of jobs, resources, material rewards,

advantages, opportunities, legal benefits, and power between two or more ethnic groups; it is

the allocation of individuals in the social hierarchy based on one’s ethnicity.

Communal violence

Communal violence refers to the violence as a result of communal or ethnic tensions. It

is a form of violence that is carried out through communal or ethnic lines, as the violent parties

fight in support and solidarity for the groups they belong to, and victims are chosen based on

their ethnicities or the community which they reside in.

Background Information

The impact of European colonialism

Initially, in the 19th century, European connections and contact with Africa, although

substantial, was widely limited to only a limited amount of coastal territories. The innermost land

of Africa had little to no use for Europe when European traders and merchants were able to

obtain their resources from the coastal indigenous groups. However, as technology and society

progressed, industrialization changed the entire course of Europe’s development: as the

https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.html


industrial revolution began, Europe shifted from agriculture to manufacturing. European nations

now had an incentive to import resources, raw materials, and agricultural primary goods. In

order to obtain these goods, they moved from the coastal regions to the inland of Africa,

expanding their colonial territories. Europe colonized these regions and gained administrative

governmental power over the territories that produced the goods. In order to achieve

governmental rule over these regions, the European nations either deliberately or

unintentionally disrupted the indigenous people’s ways of life, governmental rule, and social

structure. The European nations used the popular military strategy known as “dividing and

conquering” and split up Africa amongst themselves while showing little to no sympathy to the

original inhabitants of the land. The newly divided piece of land, known as a colony, now

contains several co-existing ethnic groups. This led to the division of ethnic nationalities into

smaller colonies. After achieving independence from their mother nations, the states were able

to gain international recognition and legitimacy as a new sovereign state. Although these

nation-states exited the colonial era, the issue of disunion between the newly instated borders

and the distribution of ethnicities soon troubled the newly independent states with insurrectionist

ideologies and ethnicism-fueled wars.

The post-colonial ethnic conflict in Africa

European colonialism has had an everlasting effect on several African regions, some of

which are still prominent in today’s issues. One of the major issues regarding decolonization and

post-colonial borders is the post-colonial ethnic conflict in Africa, which refers to the distinctive

styles of colonization brought to Africa by the British, French, and other former mother colonies.

Ethnic conflicts can be related to the distinct styles of colonization, as they breed different types

of political and ethnic turmoils. These states founded the different systems of dictatorships in

these regions, as well as ethnic stratification. While one might claim that ethnic stratification only

goes as far as one’s nationality, cultural, and ethnic differences, post-colonial borders evidently

play into the physical separation and discrimination of two cultures.

The correlation between ethnically fragmented states and their colonial borders

African states have been held victim to European colonialism and its side effects for

centuries, and further development may be affected by its historical ties to its former mother

nation. European colonialism has led to one of the most known issues to this date: ethnic and

border conflict. While European nations colonized and imposed government rule over Africa, the

tension between the co-existing ethnic groups existed as an effect of the post-colonization era.



There was little to no consideration of the ethnic and indigenous groups residing in the areas

that were marked as European colonies. Post-colonial conflicts are fueled by the established

partitions between countries by the European mother colonies.

Due to the often inconsiderate and even violent approaches to governing the original

groups residing in the regions, along with the past colonial borders which did not take ethnicity

into consideration, these states became known as some of the most ethnically tense and

fragmented regions in the international community. However, the issue of ethnic conflict still

varies by region and former mother colonies. Rwanda and Burundi have been victims of

communal violence, while Angola has been plagued with violent conflicts as a result of

communally- and ethnically-based revolution. Only a few states have been able to avoid violent

ethnic revolt, violence, and conflict. Furthermore, due to the lack of economic growth in these

less economically developed countries (LEDCs) in the African regions, governments have no

means nor the ability to afford resources to suppress rebellions, which only encourages citizens

to further participate. These issues are only further magnified during the decolonization era or

even the post-colonial era, as citizens are now seeking refuge from the areas plagued with

ethnically-fueled tensions.

Key Issues

Immigrants and refugees

Europe and Africa have always been prone to migration issues, border conflicts, and

territorial disputes, both prior to and after the colonial era. One of the most prominent issues the

UN has yet to address is the Poland-Belarus border conflict. The conflict is a product of the two

nations’ shaky past that started from colonialism. Migrants from nations such as Iraq,

Afghanistan, Syria, Congo-Brazzaville, and other areas in the Middle East have been traveling

to Minsk, Belarus with the promise of entering the European Union (EU) through the

Poland-Belarus border. Both the Polish and Lithuanian governments along with the EU have

been accusing the Belarus government of weaponizing the increasing number of migrants as a

way to cause conflict within the EU. Due to the fact that Poland and Lithuania have rejected

these immigrants, Belarus denying further help for the immigrants, and the immigrants’ inability

to return to their original country as a result of national conflict, immigrants are facing harsh

conditions and being denied asylum. They are now stranded between two opposing nations

without any sort of stable shelter to reside in for the time being. The migrant issue of the

Poland-Belarus border conflict is not the only one of its kind; refugees and immigrants



originating from ethnically fragmented states rife with tension are forced to seek asylum in other

nations. However, the root of this issue are the migrants coming in from the middle east, such

as the Kurds from Northern Iraq. There is a reason that thousands of Iraqi Kurds risk their lives

just for a chance to be able to enter the EU for a better life. Their reasoning for leaving Northern

Iraq is mostly about corruption, financial instability, and oppression of religion.

Communal violence between ethnic groups

Two of the main contributors towards colonialism and ethnic stratification include the

British and the French. While their goal of colonization was shared, their methods of achieving it

were quite different. The two states each had their distinctive styles of colonization; however,

both have achieved their shared goal of colonization in the African regions amongst others. The

two states left contrasting effects of their former colonies regarding the ethnic and cultural

separation of two groups. The British mainly used an indirect, decentralized form of rule, as they

also avoided a social ranking system, while the centralized style of the French tended to lean

towards an ethnically ranked system. Due to the fact that an unranked society may cause

competition between different ethnic groups, the legacy that the British left behind in their former

colonies is directly correlated to the severity and the frequency of ethnic and cultural conflict. On

the other hand, the French legacy left an everlasting impact as well as a centralized

bureaucratic government that put the regions at risk for ethnic tension and the suppression of a

nonviolent approach to ethnic challenges.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

African Colonies

As previously mentioned, much of the post-colonial border disputes happen in Africa as

a result of exploration and conquests led by European powers. For several centuries, Africa has

fallen victim to secessionist movements, ethnic-fueled violence, human trafficking, military

disputes, and sovereignty related problems as a result of European colonialism. Colonialism

only came into decline by the end of World War II in the 1940s, and nations began to slowly

withdraw from African territories, such as France giving up control over French Indochina in

1954, and the British powers withdrawing from Zimbabwe in the 1980s. Since then,

post-colonialism has left a multitude of borders left to be contested. For more than five decades



after achieving independence from its mother colonies, Africa constantly battled with the issues

of post-colonial borders. Some may argue that these artificial borders have created the social

separation between communities, ethnicities, and religions that would otherwise be able to

coexist with minimal interactions. Several International Court of Justice disputes have been

brought into the light, such as Botswana vs. Namibia, Cameroon vs. Nigeria, and several other

cases. Since the 1960s, the conflict has slightly died down, as there is now an upward trend of

democracy, peace, economic, social, and political growth. However, government officials fear

that this upward trend may be temporary, as political violence is threatening to rise again. In

Burundi, Niger, Mali, the Central African Republic and several other African nations, coups, civil

wars, revolts, and other disputes have been threatening the peace and security of millions of

citizens living in these areas. The “Scramble for Africa,” otherwise known as “the Partition of

Africa'' or “the Conquest of Africa,” refers to the colonization, political, ethnic, and religious

division, and occupation of Africa led by the seven major European powers -- Germany, France,

the UK, the Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal, and Spain -- at that time. There has been an

upward trend in jihadism and insurrections by Islamic State militants, which many believe to be

a product of the “Scramble for Africa”. The political and geographical partitions were created

with little to no regard for the indigenous people already living there.

France

France, along with several other nations, is reconsidering the definition of national

independence in the current situation of ethnic cleansing, racially and ethnically motivated

violence, border disputes, and the socio-economic influenced immigration as a result of their

history between them and their previous colonies. The French colonial empire was made up of

territories from North America, Asia, and most importantly, Africa. Generally, a distinction has

been made between two major time periods, consisting of the First French Colonial Empire and

the Second French Colonial Empire, which notably started with France colonizing modern-day

Algeria in the 1830s. France also established colonies in North America (such as Canada and

parts of modern-day United States), Asia (Vietnam and India) and the Caribbean in the 17th

century. However, their possession was mostly lost as an effect of the Seven Years’ War. During

the Second French Colonial Empire, France decided to center their focus on Africa and

Indochina.



France only began to face the decline of colonialism after the 1960s. Throughout these

neocolonialist projects in Africa as well as other areas, racism, segregation, and discrimination

have always been a part of the French ruling system, intentional or not. The French have taken

it upon themselves to create invisible discriminatory borders between ethnicities and hide the

oftentimes racially violent policies that more often than not end up targeting ethnic citizens and

Africans. France has been described as “racially blind”, in which the state operates under

“absolute equality” instead of equity. The main difference between equality versus equity is what

each of them achieves. Equality means giving each person the same resources The French

government legally does not recognize racism against its ethnic citizens and fails to

acknowledge their rights.

United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is the most widely-known colonizer to this date, with historical

colonies in India, Hong Kong, the United States of America, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and other

notable nations. The UK is most notably known for their conquests and rule over almost a fourth

of all of the land on Earth. Conquered territories were used for economic, political, and religious

reasons, such as trade, exploiting resources for industrialization, religious conquests, and

political rule. Some may argue that Africa’s separatist problem is a result of British rule, along

with other European nations’ conquests in those territories. As previously mentioned, the British

had an un-centralized government in African colonies, which led to competition for dominance

between ethnicities and communities.

United Nations Human Rights Council

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) sees the importance in ending

forced displacement and migration in areas rife with internal and external conflict as a product of

post-colonialism. They call upon world leaders to take responsibility for the removal of human

rights as an effect of post-colonialism, one being forced displacement.

Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan

The two territories were originally created by the Soviet Union in the 1920s, which

gained independence in the early 1990s. Their geographical and political boundary was set up

by the Soviet Union, which otherwise never would have never existed without colonization. The

authoritarian president of Uzbekistan, Islam Karimov, implemented heavy border restrictions,

which demanded visas from non-citizens, demolished or blocked any cross-border paths,



routes, and bridges, and forcibly evicted villagers living in close proximity to the border.

Kyrgyzstan accused Uzbekistan of invading, which only dramatically worsened under the

ipogroms against Uzbekistanians. After Karimov’s death, border restrictions were lifted and the

tension between the two nations were mostly alleviated after a series of peaceful negotiations.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Date Description of event

1830

French Conquest of Algeria

1830 marks the year the French began their conquest of Algeria, which was

grouped in the Second French Colonial Empire.

1878

Treaty of Berlin

The Treaty of Berlin was signed on July 13th, 1878 as a result of the Russian

victory in the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878. The purpose of the treaty was

for the major powers to restructure the map of the Balkan regions.

1884

Berlin Conference of 1884-1885

The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 was known for the peak of the “Scramble

for Africa”, as Great Britain, France, Germany, and Spain negotiated between

the regions up for grabs with little to no regard for the people already residing in

Africa.

1960

1960 Declaration of Decolonization
Article 73e of the Charter requires the UN Member States which administer

"territories whose peoples have not yet attained a full measure of

self-government" to transmit to the Secretary-General information related to the

economic, social and educational conditions in the territories

2000

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, 24 January 2000 (A/RES/54/91)
Calls for the end of colonialism and stresses the importance of self-governance.



2019

Report of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee, 1 November
2019 (A/74/418)
The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (General Assembly 4)

addresses the various issues regarding decolonization and post-colonial

borders.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Report of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee, 1 November 2019

(A/74/418)
● Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries and Peoples, 24 January 2000 (A/RES/54/91)
● Report of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (4th Committee), 28,

December 1999 (A/54/579)
● Dissemination of Information on Decolonization, 18 December 2019 (A/RES/74/112)
● Indigenous Peoples Rights in the Context of Borders, Migration, and Displacement

(A/HRC/42/56)

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

In the past, peacekeeping missions have been implemented in order to suppress possible

tension that may arise as an effect of post-colonial border disputes. However, despite as the

name suggests, peacekeeping operations have their own set of problems. Peacekeepers

weren’t given direct rules on what they were supposed to do, and some go as far as to abuse

their power. There have been multiple sexual assault allegations made against peacekeepers,

as well as claims of violations of human rights.

Possible Solutions

Humanitarian assistance and aid are two of the many possible solutions to this issue.

Humanitarian assistance is used to help save lives, alleviate any further tension, eliminate

suffering, and maintain peace and human dignity in the course of natural disasters, war, or any



other conflict in need of it. Emergency responses are provided in regions rife with tension, to

alleviate any suffering. Humanitarian assistance comes in forms such as medical care, food,

nutrition, and water, shelter, education, and more.

The re-evaluation of borders is not as simple as drawing new lines on a map; it is an issue

regarding the political will of nations. Changes in governmental structure, leadership, and

political mindsets are required for the evolution of post-colonial conflict and re-consideration in

boundaries. Peaceful negotiations and willingness to put aside differences are the most

long-term solutions, yet they are the hardest to achieve.
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Appendix or Appendices

I. Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for

2014
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