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Introduction

The Republic of China (ROC), often referred to as Taiwan for its de facto territorial control, is not

a member of the United Nations (UN), but it aspires to participate in the United Nations and its

sub-organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO). The WHO is an agency under the

United Nations specializing in ensuring good health and wellbeing among citizens of all nations. A large

part of the organization’s role in resolving health crises is through coordination of international health

efforts, from pandemic response to disease awareness and prevention.

While the focus of the WHO is public health, questions of statehood and sovereignty nonetheless

permeated the contention over the role of Taiwan. China opposes Taiwan’s participation, arguing that

only sovereign states can be considered UN members; a state will be acknowledged by other member

states as independent and sovereign in its own right if it enters the United Nations or the WHO as a full

member. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) refuses to acknowledge Taiwan as a state but rather as

a part of PRC territory, thus meaning Taiwan is unable to join even as a non-member observer state in

the United Nations and the World Health Assembly, as in Palestine’s case.

As of November 2017, all 194 member states, except for Liechtenstein, is a WHO member state.

Due to the small population and economy and its cooperation with neighboring nations of Switzerland

and Austria for more serious patients, the government of the Principality of Liechtenstein could not justify

the spendings for becoming a member of the WHO.

Taiwan (ROC) was a UN Member State and also a member of the WHO until 1972 when the PRC

replaced the ROC in the United Nations following the passage of General Assembly Resolution 2758.

Taiwan’s early response to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has raised the question of the

Taiwanese membership in the WHO once more in early 2020. Taiwan has continuously requested for

entry into the WHO and observer status for the WHA, a yearly forum where the 194 member states of

the WHO assemble.
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Definition of Key Terms

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

The Democratic Progressive Party is the main opposition party in the Republic of China. In

contrast to the Kuomintang, the DPP advocates for the recognition of the Republic of China as a

sovereign state. Its stance on the issue has become less radical, however, from its original ideas of

recognizing a “Republic of Taiwan” as a separate state from the “Republic of China,” which they believed

was a colonizer to Taiwan and neighboring islands. The DPP held the presidency of Taiwan between

2000 to 2008 with president Chen Shui-bian. The president of Taiwan since 2016 is also a DPP

politician, Tsai Ing-wen, who is already in her second term which will last until 2024.

Kuomintang (KMT)

The Kuomintang, also known as the Chinese Nationalist Party, is a political party in the ROC.

Since the Japanese surrender in 1945 and the following loss against the Communist insurgency, the

Kuomintang has been the ruling party between the handover of Taiwan to the Chinese until the year

2000. It is the party behind the de facto single-party military dictatorship that defined Taiwanese politics

until martial law was lifted and the Temporary Provisions against the Communist Rebellion — provisions

to the ROC constitution that banned any political dissidence — was abolished.

In recent history, the party has adopted a more pro-Beijing approach than parties like the DPP. The party

is strongly against Taiwanese independence. Ironically, despite having fought against the communists,

the party advocates for closer economic cooperation between the PRC and the ROC, and many in the

party support the implementation of PRC rule of Taiwan using the “One country, two systems” principle

implemented in Hong Kong. The shift in core values of the KMT has been interpreted by many as an act

of self-preservation and lust for power.

Observer Status

Observer status refers to a status granted to non-members of international organizations, in this

case referring to the WHA and the UN, since the WHO does not recognize observer status.

In the UN, states granted non-member observer status are recognized as sovereign states; such

states are free to submit a petition at their discretion to join the organization as a full member. At present,

the State of Palestine and the Holy See are the two only observer states of the UN. Switzerland was also

an observer state until it became a member state. In addition to the two aforementioned states, the
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Sovereign Military Order of Malta and the European Union also have observer status; despite not being

states under international law, they are considered sovereign entities.

Observer statuses are not recognized in the World Health Organization (WHO) Constitution.

though the Director-General right to invite observers to the annual Assembly meeting is given in the

Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly (WHA). Restrictions are stated in the Rules of

Procedure to which states can be invited: as stated in Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedures of the Health

Assembly, The Director-General may invite (a) States having made application for membership, (b)

territories on whose behalf application for associate membership has been made, and (c) States which

have signed but not accepted the Constitution to send observers to sessions of the Health Assembly.

One-China Policy

The One-China Policy is a policy asserting that there is only one Chinese government, meaning states

can only recognize either the PRC or the ROC. Because of the policy, no nation is able to maintain

formal diplomatic ties with both governments at the same time. The policy is accepted as a principle in

global politics, and is the reason many nations hold only de facto diplomatic relations with the ROC.

One-China Principle

The One-China Principle is a concept that states both Taiwan and the Chinese mainland are inalienable

parts of China. A modified version of the principle, called the “1992 Consensus,” recognizes that there is

only one sovereign state that has control over the mainland and Taiwan, but disagrees on the legitimate

government of the state. The 1993 Consensus is recognized by the PRC and the Kuomintang in the

ROC.

People’s Republic of China (PRC)

The People’s Republic of China is the country that exercises jurisdiction over today’s mainland China

and numerous islands in the South China Sea, essentially the territories which the Nationalists lost in the

Chinese Civil War. It is today recognized by almost all members of the international society as the sole

legal representative of China, and thus assumes the positions which the ROC formerly held in

international organizations.

Republic of China (ROC)

The Republic of China today refers to the territories of the Kuomintang after the loss of the

Kuomintang (Nationalists) in the Chinese Civil War. The state’s de facto territory greatly differs from what

is de jure. The state, in its constitution, claims the entirety of the territory currently controlled by

Communist China in addition to the territories it currently controlled. In reality, the Republic of China only
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has territorial control over “The Free Area of the Republic of China”: the islands of Taiwan, Penghu

(Pescadores), Kinmen (Quemoy), Matsu, and the Taiping and Dongsha (Pratas) islands of the South

China Sea. The ROC and all its de facto territories are at many times referred to as Taiwan.

The government, after receiving Taiwan and neighboring islands as the Japanese surrendered in

World War II, exercised governing authority on the islands. It was originally a military dictatorship under

President Chiang Kai-Shek, but transitioned into a multi-party democracy after reforms made by

president Lee Teng-hui.

Statehood

Under international law, states are entities possessing the most rights and obligations, but are not

exclusive international actors despite being the primary subjects of international law. The current

definition of statehood dates back to the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States,

which took place on 26 December 1933 and was effective the same day on the next year. The term is

defined in Article I of the convention, which states that the state “as a person of international law” should

possess the qualities of (a) a permanent population, (b) a defined territory, (c) government, and (d)

capacity to enter into relations with the other states.

Despite a defined territory and an effective government being a basic qualification for the

definition of a state, states that are engaged in territorial disputes with other states, or in a civil war are

still considered states. In the Yugoslavian Wars, Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina — who were

among the first to split from the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia — were also recognized as new

states, first through diplomatic recognition by European Economic Community members in January

1992, then by much of the international community soon. Neither state was able to exercise any effective

control over significant parts of its territory at the time they were recognized as states. Through the

definitions in the Montevideo Convention of 1933 and historical examples like the one given above, it is

displayed that despite independence being a necessary quality, formal constitutional independence is all

that is needed.

World Health Assembly (WHA)

The World Health Assembly is the decision-making body of the WHO, making decisions mostly

relating to the organization’s major policies and budgets. The Assembly converges yearly, in May at the

Palace of Nations in Geneva. Additional responsibilities of the forum include the election of the 10

executive board members and the Director-General of the World Health Organization.

World Health Organization (WHO)
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The World Health Organization (WHO) an specialized agency of the United Nations, responsible

for international public health and disease prevention efforts. The WHO Constitution sets its main goal as

"the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health." With 6 regional offices and 150

field offices around the world, the organization is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. The WHO has

played a leading role in a number of public health advances, the most famous of which are the

eradication of smallpox, the virtual eradication of polio and the development of an Ebola vaccine. Its

current priorities include healthy lifestyles, drug prevention, infectious diseases such as tuberculosis,

malaria, HIV/AIDS, Ebola, COVID-19, and non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as heart disease

and cancer. He selects the general manager, sets goals and priorities, and approves budgets and

activities. The Director-General is Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus from Ethiopia.

Despite its recognized efforts to unite and advance global healthcare, the WHO has been

criticized, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic, of being overly friendly towards China and thus

being unable to effectively prevent the spread of diseases. PRC, as the internationally recognized

representative of China, unsurprisingly has greater influence over the ROC in the WHO, and thus is able

to bar the ROC from attending most international health forums.

Background Information

History

Since the transfer of governing authority from the Japanese to the KMT, the ROC has

experienced a great transition in its type of governance, from a de facto military dictatorship to now a

semi-presidential democratic republic.

Kuomintang Rule and Chiang Dynasty

Chiang Kai-shek was the president of the ROC when the KMT lost the civil war and

retreated to Taiwan and its neighboring islands. Chiang established a far-right regime on the

island, silencing all voices of dissent with the Taiwan Garrison Command, the secret police

agency responsible for state security. Project National Glory, or Project Guoguang, was an

attempt of the KMT government of the ROC to recapture the mainland. With the disastrous Great

Leap Forward and the occurrence of the Vietnam War, along with the the fear of the PRC

potentially developing a nuclear weapon and thus removing all possibilities of a reclamation of the

mainland, Chiang began planning for a a recovery of his lost territories in mainland China. In

1972, because of the failure of the operations and the lack of international support after the
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United Nations began to recognize the PRC as the representative of China in 1971, the

Guoguang office was dissolved and the project canceled.

After Chiang Kai-shek’s death, the power was passed directly down to his son, Chiang

Ching-kuo. During Chiang Ching-kuo’s presidency is when the United States of America (USA)

switched its alliance to recognize the PRC instead of the sole representative of China. Chiang

Ching-kuo’s policy against the PRC was shaped by the severing of diplomatic relations, leading to

the policy of the three noes, “no contact, no negotiation and no compromise.” In 1986, the

enforcement of the policy first became less stringent, gradually lowering restrictions on

cross-strait commerce and travel.

Democratization and End to Dictatorship

Lee Teng-hui, who Chiang Ching-kuo assigned as his successor, approached cross-strait

relations differently than the Chiang family. Under his administration, a series of legal and political

reforms that removed Taiwan’s tether to the mainland. Lee supported the recognition of the PRC

and the ROC as two nations, in contrast to the Chiang policies that recognized the PRC as a

rebellion within the ROC. In contrast to the Chiangs where the government refused to participate

in international events and organizations because they are not recognized as the sole

representative of China, Lee supported the entrance of Taiwan into international organizations

and participation of events along with the PRC, as he believed the two are separate sovereign

states.

The official territories of the ROC was readjusted to the territorial control in reality during

this time period, no longer claiming sovereignty over the entirety of the Chinese mainland.

Amendments to the constitution designated Taiwan as a “Free Area” of the Republic of China,

which the government has true control over. The change was a first step in today’s unique

Taiwanese identity, and opened the ROC to more international opportunities.

Transition of Power and Current Endeavors

In 2008, the last year of Chen Shui-bien’s presidency, he proposed a referendum of

whether Taiwan should become a member of the UN under the name Taiwan. Beijing was

unhappy with the proposal, and threatened serious consequences if the referendum would pass.

The United States did not officially express its stance on the referendum. In large part because of

the threats from the Chinese government and the lack of international support and attention, the

referendum failed in Taiwan.
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During the presidency of KMT politician Ma Ying-jeou, which began in 2008, the

relationship between the PRC and the ROC improved greatly. Taiwan was first granted observer

status to the 62nd World Health Assembly in 2009, not under the name “Republic of China” or

“Taiwan,” but rather “Chinese Taipei.” However, cross-strait tensions increased again after DPP

politician Tsai Ing-wen won the 2016 presidential election and Taiwan was no longer invited as an

observer. Taiwan has been requesting recognition as an observer with different names since, but

has not succeeded.

Stance of the PRC on the Issue

PRC’s Definition on the Status of Taiwan

According to the preamble of the PRC anti-secession law, passed on 14 March 2005,

Taiwan is a “part of the glorious territories of the People’s Republic of China.” With the passage of

the law, the PRC asserts its stance on not compromising on the issue of Taiwanese

independence and sovereignty. Article 3 of the same law states “The Taiwanese issue is a

leftover problem from the Chinese Civil War. To solve the Taiwan issue and make unification a

reality is the internal affairs of China, not affected by any meddling of foreign powers.”

Impacts on Taiwanese Participation in International Organizations

The aforementioned article clarifies the reasoning which the PRC continuously uses to

prevent the ROC from entering international organizations, that any countries that supports the

entrance of Taiwan into international organizations would mean that other countries are

“supporting the Taiwanese seperatist movement while overlooking the PRC’s policies,’ and thus

interfering in the PRC’s internal affairs.

According to Article III of the Constitution of the World Health Organization, membership

of the Organization shall be open to all states. As long as the Republic of China is recognized as

a state, there would be no barriers from its membership in the WHO. China’s claims over Taiwan,

poses a great challenge for other nations to recognize Taiwan as a state, because of economic

and diplomatic interests, along with the act potentially being classified as meddling in China’s

internal affairs.

Key Issues
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Political Interests of the PRC

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) sees Taiwan as a part of its country, the People’s Republic

of China. The PRC — originally seeing Taiwan as a region which its revolution hasn't succeeded and will

move towards in the future — now views Taiwan officially as a breakaway province which it legally has

control over. The ROC’s successful defense in the mid 1900s meant the CCP’s attacks proved costly,

and discouraged the PRC from acts of aggression against the ROC. In reality, the ROC is a sovereign,

self-governing state which the PRC has no control over. The United States of America, believes that

Taiwan is an island that helps create tactical advantage, and thus does not allow Taiwan to fall into the

hands of the CCP, with laws drafted including the Taiwan Relations Act enacted in 1979, which

guarantees safety of the island. Although the PRC is clearly unhappy with the current status quo in its

outward statements, it is one that they have not taken action against. The PRC, however, threatened an

invasion of Taiwan in the case that the status quo changes in favor of the U.S. or Taiwan. Any declaration

of sovereignty, as warned by the PRC government, would result in a usage of force and an invasion of

Taiwan.

Varying Political Views in Taiwan

Even though the majority of Taiwanese citizens believe in the values of the current liberal

democracy, not all of the citizens disagree with China’s policies of undermining Taiwanese democratic

systems and sovereignty. The island’s political parties do not form a clear left-right spectrum, but rather

debates between independence and unification with the mainland as its two extremes.

Outdated Constitution Articles

The ROC constitution was ratified in 1947. Article 4 of the constitution states “The territory

of the Republic of China, based on its inherent territory, cannot be changed without a resolution

of the National Assembly.” Despite the rise of nationalism of the Taiwanese people in recent years

and the decreasing identification of people as “Chinese,” such laws means the international

community still sees the ROC as trying to represent the entirety of China when joining

international organizations. Because of this, Taiwan is barred from many opportunities as the

PRC is already the sole legal representation of China in most international organizations. The

failure to disconnect itself from representation of the entire Chinese population — not only in

governmental policy but in its laws and constitution — is what caused the ROC’s struggle to be

seen as a state by the international community, and what bars it from distinguishing itself with the

PRC even though they are separate, sovereign states.

Pro-China Media in Taiwan and External Propaganda of the PRC
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As the martial law was repealed in the territories controlled by the ROC, the country

transformed to become one of the freest countries in Asia in terms of the press. In the 2021 World

Press Freedom Index by the international NGO Reporters Without Borders (Reporters sans

frontières; RSF), Taiwan ranked 43 out of the 180 surveyed countries, below South Korea but

above the United States. Due to the island’s unique political situation, the media is often polarized

and dominated by sensationalism. Utilizing the media environment to its advantage, the PRC

uses news and other forms of media as a means to strategically influence the Taiwanese

population. Pro-Beijing news outlets in Taiwan are often supported financially by Chinese

corporations or offshore companies with Chinese capital. According to a report from non-official

whistleblowers, Taiwanese intelligence agencies suspect Chinese influence in 17 media outlets,

including 8 print media outlets, 4 electronic, 3 weekly magazines, 1 book publisher, and 1 e-book

publisher. However, without direct connections to the Chinese government, there is insufficient

evidence connecting financial support from Chinese corporations to influence from the Chinese

government.

Pro-China media in Taiwan not only supports and speaks for political candidates which

Beijing approves of, but also plays an important part in Beijing's plans to retake Taiwan. Such

media outlets help increase and dramatize the imminence of a violent conflict with China through

an invasion of the island, discouraging people from pursuing and advocating for ideas which

Beijing disapproves of. Such media outlets are valuable tools for China’s ability to interfere in the

elections in Taiwan.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Republic of China (Taiwan)

The ROC, despite a change in foreign policies as the government power transferred to another

party, has always been eager to take part in international organizations and forums like the WHA. While

Taiwan has been under the de facto military dictatorship, representation of a nation that is not “China” in

international organizations was seen as a red line that shall not be crossed for its foreign policy. In 1993,

under president Lee Teng-hui’s leadership, the policy changed drastically. The reformed foreign policies

accepted the possibility for the ROC to be recognized as its own state beside the PRC, in order to

participate in international organizations. Under DPP leadership, the ROC is growingly reluctant to

display itself as the “Republic of China,” but rather “Taiwan” or even “Republic of China (Taiwan),” which

is the name of preference in official international documents and representations. The DPP government

hopes that such a move will stop the international community from seeing the ROC as a representation
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of China but rather as its own sovereign state so it would not be affected by the One-China policy, even

though the official name is the Republic of “China.”

People’s Republic of China

The PRC opposes the ROC’s entry into any and all international organizations or associations. As

a nation which claims the territories currently controlled by the ROC as its own legitimate territory, the

PRC believes that the recognition of the ROC as a separate representation under any name would

undermine the PRC’s sovereignty by encouraging regional separatism. The PRC chooses a more

peaceful approach when the KMT holds the Taiwanese presidency, and a more aggressive approach

when the DPP holds the presidency. In recent years, the occurrences of the PRC military fighter jets

entering the Taiwanese air defense identification zone (ADIZ) has increased dramatically. Such an act is

conducted with goals of intimidation for both the government and the Taiwanese people, and increases in

frequency especially before and after events on the island that the Taiwanese government disapproves

of.

United States of America

The United States of America has no formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan, but has a de facto

embassy in Taiwan named the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT). On the international stage, the United

States supports Taiwan’s entry into the World Health Assembly, especially after the election of the Trump

administration. Although the Biden administration is less vocal in condemning China’s domestic human

rights abuses and aggressive actions in the South China Sea, the support for the ROC’s sovereignty and

security continues.

World Medical Association (WMA)

The WMA passed a resolution supporting Taiwan’s inclusion in the WHO in its 72nd General

Assembly, calling on the WHO to grant the ROC with the status of an observer in the WHA. The ROC

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) praised the WMA’s move, saying in an official statement the move is

“reflecting the professionalism and integrity of medical experts around the world.”

Japan

The majority of Japan’s political arena and general public supports the ROC’s entry into

international organizations. Even as a former colony, Taiwan and its citizens are different from many of

the other Japanese colonies and have formed a deep friendship and affinity with the Japanese. The

Japanese government, led by the Liberal Democratic Party, uses the word “Taiwan” to refer to the ROC

and recognizes the ROC’s sovereignty over its controlled territories. It however does not recognize the

Research Report | Page 10 of 16



Pacific American School Model United Nations 2021 | XII Annual Session

ROC as a state officially as it has formal diplomatic ties with the PRC. Its relationship with the PRC is

becoming increasingly strained as it follows with the US’s strong stance against Chinese aggression, and

as its de facto diplomatic relationship with the ROC continues to improve.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Date Description of event

24 October 1945

United Nations Founded

The five permanent members of the United Nations — the US, the UK, Russia,

France, and the ROC — ratified the UN Charter, signifying the official

establishment of the UN. The ROC is one of the 50 states that had signed the

UN Charter earlier that year on 26 June 1945.

May 1949

Chiang Kai-shek Declares Martial Law

As Beiping (Beijing) was taken in January of 1949 and Nanjing — the capital of

the ROC at the time — captured on 23 April, more and more large cities fail as

KMT forces are increasingly incapable of defense. Rural towns fell with little

resistance because of sympathy towards the communist cause.

7 December 1949

ROC Relocates Capital City to Taipei

Between the declaration of martial law and the official establishment of a

“Temporary Capital” in Taipei, hundreds of thousands of soldiers and up to two

million refugees traveled from the mainland to Taiwan. Only isolated small

groups of resistance are present in the mainland, as the communists strengthen

their grip.

25 October 1971

General Assembly Resolution 2758 Passes

Following the passage of the resolution with 76 to 35 votes, with 17 abstentions,

the People’s Republic of China is recognized as "the only legitimate

representative of China to the United Nations.” The PRC then assumed the

positions that the ROC once held in most international organizations.

29 September 1972

Japan Establishes De Facto Embassy

The Japanese government, after establishing formal diplomatic ties with the

PRC and severing ties with the ROC, established the Interchange Association

(財団法人交流協会) with offices in Taipei and Kaohsiung which acted as a de
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facto diplomatic representation. The name was changed to the Japan-Taiwan

Exchange Association (公益財団法人日本台湾交流協会) beginning in 2017, due

to the transformations in the ROC’s view on the one-China policy and its

determination to establish itself as the representation for the entirety of its

territories as claimed.

16 January 1979

American Institute in Taiwan Founded

Following a similar method to the establishment of the Japanese de facto

embassy, the United States established the AIT, its own de facto embassy in

Taiwan also with offices in Taipei and Kaohsiung. The AIT consists of staff from

the U.S. Department of State and other government employees, along with

some locally hired staff.

1 May 1991

ROC Constitutional Amendments Made Effective

The newly-made amendments under president Lee Teng-hui established

Taiwan, Pescadores, Quemoy, and Matsu as the “Free Area” of the ROC, where

citizens are able to enjoy full civil liberties and rights to political participation. The

National Assembly, a parliament which in reality represents only the Kuomintang

members — mostly from mainland China, not Taiwan — was abolished. The

Temporary Provisions against the Communist Rebellion were repealed in the

policymaking progress. Biases towards mainlanders were no longer present in

politics, and Taiwanese politics were made truly “Taiwanese.”

9 July 1999

First Seen Change in ROC Policy

In an interview with Deutsche Welle, Lee described the relations between the

ROC and PRC as a “special state-to-state relationship,” and that the ROC on

Taiwan is a sovereign, independent state.

22 March 2008

ROC Referendum to Join UN as “Taiwan”

The referendum proposed by DPP president Chen Shui-bian to join the United

Nations as “Taiwan.” Although the referendum did not explicitly refer to Taiwan

as a nation, many other members of the international society opposed it and

believed it was a violation of the “One China” policy.

18 May 2008

ROC Temporary Invitation as WHA Observer

Under the Ma Ying-jeou administration, Taiwan was invited to attend as an

observer to the WHA between 2008 and 2016, when DPP candidate Tsai

Ing-wen won the presidency and the PRC began pressuring the organization.
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● On complaint of armed invasion of Taiwan, 8 Nov 1950 (S/RES/87)

● Restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China in the United Nations, 25

October 1971 (A/RES/2758(XXVI))

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Besides official statements from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on including ROC in various

international organizations and forums, the only concrete action that has been done to include Taiwan in

the UN is the 2008 referendums on joining the UN. The referendum proposal was submitted by Yu

Shyi-kun, chairman of the DPP at the time. Despite 94.01% of the valid votes voting for “yes,” the voter

turnout is at only 35.82%, well below the 50% requirement.

China warned that the referendum would endanger the peace and security of the surrounding

regions, and allied with the US, Canada, and EU in opposition to the referendum. The United States,

along with its many western allies, were publicly against the referendum, stating it goes against the one

China policy. Japan did not make any comments on the referendum.

Possible Solutions

Re-establishing Taiwan’s Status as an Observer State

Seeing China’s reluctance to change its views on Taiwan’s status and recalling Taiwan’s previous

acceptance as an observer between 2008-2016, it was proven that it was not impossible for Taiwan to be

accepted as a non-permanent member of the assembly. The cancellation of the status following China’s

pressuring after the election of President Tsai proved it is ultimately due to political motives. Because of

this, the acceptance is not impossible to replicate; there are many factors, including the ROC’s

willingness to join with alternative (PRC-approved) names, political situation, internal policies, and

general foreign policy. Delegates can think of any methods that will allow 1.) the ROC to form relatively

friendlier relations with the PRC or 2) the PRC to loosen its pressure over Taiwan’s entrance as a state,

which means proposed to accomplish so will differ greatly depending on states’ stances.
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Facilitating Statehood and Name Referendum in Taiwan

The debate of statehood in Taiwan itself is what impedes on Taiwan’s progress to gain recognition

by international organizations. Even as countries besides the PRC and ROC like the US wish for the

status quo to continue for their political interests, such interests are ultimately unable to overpower the

willpower of the majority in the ROC.

For the ROC to be able to apply to membership positions in many international organizations,

statehood is a prerequisite. The one-China policy is another factor that would play in the success of

membership applications. In order to be accepted into a membership position as a normal state, the

ROC referendum needs to at least include such points:

1. Amending the current constitutional articles regarding territories, limiting claimed territories into

what is currently recognized as the ROC “free area” and retracting claims over the Chinese

mainland.

2. Recognizing the PRC as the legal and internationally recognized representative of China, thus

amending the official name of the ROC to one that does not include “China,” and is representative

of the territories it controls in reality.

Assisting the ROC in Transitioning

The ROC, although formally or unofficially recognized by many to be a self-governing state, is

unable to declare its true status over China’s political pressure in international organizations and

diplomacy. As a state, it has sovereignty which other nations may not impede upon; China’s claims over

the state does not automatically mean their legal right to gain authority to rule the ROC territories. By

ensuring the ROC’s security with UN Peacekeeping Missions or other means, the civilians would be able

to exercise their democratic voting rights without foreign pressure and threats of violence that would

cause fear. Any form of statehood or nationhood can provoke the PRC into usage of violence, if no third

party intervenes in the tensions across the Taiwan Strait.
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