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 When I stepped into the ECOSOC 

conference room, my first impression was that it was cold 

-- blissfully cold. And small. But the conference room’s cozy size enhances, 

rather than downplays, the amount of eager faces ready to interact with one another. 

The “starting process” is as usual: The chairs introduce themselves cordially, and then 

remind the delegates of the rules of procedures, such as being respectful to each 

other and speaking in a diplomatic manner. But as soon as the lobbying begins, 

it’s a whole different story. The President, Hank Chau, and the Deputy Presidents, 

Michelle Liu and Sean Hu, stand up and mill about the different groups of 

delegates, occasionally making suggestions about their resolutions and 

encouraging everyone to speak up. “I know a lot of the delegates attending 

PASMUN this year are newcomers, so I don’t want them to be too stressed 

out,” President Chau says with a smile, “I really want them to develop 

passion for MUN.” President Chau is not only committed to chairing and 

leading the debate, but also passionate about the interactions among 

delegates. He could be seen talking to several newcomers with a friendly 

smile, putting them in ease and generally making the dull lobbying 

process more enjoyable. As delegates got more familiar with each 

other, there are heated discussions about child marriage 

and energy poverty throughout the room. ECOSOC 

may have had a bit of a rocky start, with nervous 

and shy delegates, but with the help of talent-
ed 

and outgoing chairs, there’s a lot to expect 
from 

ECOSOC at this year’s conference.

“There is no path to peace. Peace is the path.” These were the words uttered by Kara Hu, the Secretary General of PASMUN VI, striking the hearts of the nervous delegates to stand strong and dive into their debates with ready minds. There should not be a goal in mind to reach peace but rather to employ peace as the method in reaching compromises through 
collaborative works. Ms. Pamela Chu, the 

headmistress of PAS, delivered a speech and noted 
that this is the first open conference where PAS invited 

fellow high schools (HGS, IBSH, NHS, NTFS, and NTHS). Ms. 

Chu is extremely proud of this MUN conference as it is entirely 
student-governed. Mr. Jeff Buscher, the MUN Director at Pacific 
American School, has proclaimed, “In prize fighting, there is 
an expression and that expression is to punch above one’s 
weight. What this means is that when a small fighter 

manages to take on much, much larger challenges and 
overcome them. We have been very fortunate here in Pacific 

American School to consistently and repeatedly punch above 

our weight particularly in the field of MUN.” 
Thereafter, the Secretary General handed out the gavels to the student 

           officer team in quick successions, ending with the commencement of 

                  PASMUN VI.
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By: Brandon SyauHUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

	 The delegates of the Human Rights Council have been pushing themselves to their limits to construct various solutions. The ex-
perienced chairs, President Wesley Chen and Deputy Presidents Janet Lin and Alex Tai, have attended numerous MUN conferences. Wesley 
has attended thirteen conferences, while Janet has attended eight conferences and Alex seven. All the chairs have come to a consensus that 
their chairing experience has been a refreshing one because of their love for guiding delegates. 
	 When answering why they applied for the chairing positions, Alex said that he “wanted to set the right paths for the delegates 
and foster their critical thinking.” Janet said, “I was hoping to experience a different role within the MUN system.” 
	 The most memorable conference for Wesley was THIMUN the Hague because it was his first time traveling to Europe. As he had 
taken AP European History before, it was evident that Europe fascinated him. For Janet, it was THIMUN Singapore because Singapore was 
extremely welcoming and the delegates friendly. She said, “Our hotel location was perfect, so what more could a delegate possibly ask 
for?” For Alex, it was THIMUN the Hague because it was the largest international conference and although it seemed intimidating at first, he 
quickly became immersed in the atmosphere and learned to develop leadership skills.
	 All three chairs expect their delegates to develop critical thinking and mutual respect for each other. MUN is about solving the 
issues at hand with fellow delegates and I can already foresee it in the Human Rights Council. 

	 Howard Yin is the Security Council President for PASMUN VI. Although he is only a sophomore, he has already chaired in two of 
the eleven conferences that he has attended. Through his experience, Yin stated that “chairing is addictive, like a drug, like a war.” When 
asked about his most memorable MUN moment, Yin said, “I met this super great delegate who inspired me to push forward in my MUN 
career.” He also hopes that PASMUN would be the venue for much inspiration, just as past MUN conferences were for him.   
	 Steven Tsay is the Deputy President of Security Council. Like Yin, Tsay is an MUN veteran who has been to many international 
conferences, such as THIMUN Singapore and THIMUN Hague. Although chairing is a relatively new endeavor to Tsay, he said that he wanted 
to try something new and is up for the challenge. Likewise, he expects his delegates to “conquer and dominate”. 
	 Jessie Wu is one of the youngest chairs in PASMUN VI this year. However, her tender age is no reflection of her MUN experience, 
as she has managed to attend five conferences in a year. As this is her first time serving as a chair, Wu is slightly nervous  because “Security 
Council procedures are really different.” However, she is really enthusiastic about trying new things and attaining a different point of view. 
Finally, just as all the other chairs, Wu expects to see “delegates enthusiastic in debate and knowing their countries’ stances.” She further 
hopes that the positive atmosphere would encourage the all delegates to talk. 

SECURITY COUNCIL By: Alyssa Hsu

	 Being the Secretary General of PASMUN has been a long time coming for the MUN veteran Kara Hu. Over the course 
of her high school  career, Hu has participated in both regional and international conferences, with this year’s PASMUN being 
her thirteenth.
	 Hu’s favorite and most memorable MUN conference is THIMUN the Hague, where she saw intelligent and passion-
ate debates all around. She stated with satisfaction that it’s a trend she is also noticing in PASMUN VI. “I really love MUN and I 
feel absolute responsibility to make it its best,” Hu said, and then added, “I am looking forward to constructive debate from all 
involved.”
	 “When I first started out, PASMUN was relatively small and private,” said Deputy Secretary General Angela Liu. “So I 
wanted to make our school’s dream of having an open conference come true.”
        	 Liu, like Hu, has been a longtime participant of various MUN conferences, including BEIMUN, THIMUN, and PAS-
MUN. However, MUN is more than just a hobby to her as it has helped her grow as a person, and allows her to look back and 
feel proud of all her accomplishments. Her most memorable conference, too, is THIMUN the Hague. “It was my first time main 
submitting, and it made me realize how much I grew from just a year ago. I realized I can reach my goals if I worked hard 
enough.”
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DEBATE

	 The Syrian civil war first began in March 2011 when the government’s violent crackdown against civilian protesters spawned 
many insurgents, many of whom are Islamic terrorists. The Security Council convened today to debate important issues that threaten 
Syrian civilians’ wellbeing as well as global security. Moreover, the question of EU sanctions on Syria was one of the most important and 
controversial clauses discussed. 

	 The delegate of Syria and his allies argued that sanctions should not be imposed on Syria. He said, “if the countries put sanc-
tions on Syria, Syria will weaken and the international community will lose a strong ally in combating ISIS and the rebels. Any sanctions 
placed on any group of people will have a ripple effect on the its economy and cause much damage.”

	 The delegate of Nigeria, on the other hand, disagreed. “Sanctions are the most effective non-violent means to address the 
crisis.” She stated, “The criminals punished have committed crimes against humanity, such as mass torture and the usage of chemical 
weapons against civilians. The war against ISIS does not make them any less punishable and it does not justify lifting sanctions against 
these criminals.” She also agreed with the delegate of China in that further actions beyond sanctions are needed. 

	 All in all, debate at the Security Council is shaping to be amongst the best in PASMUN history. Despite such contention, most 
would agree that the atmosphere has been positive and a constructive resolution should be just around the corner.

SECURITY COUNCIL By: Alyssa Hsu

By: Brandon SyauHUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

	 The Human Rights Council, a body responsible for strengthening the protection of human rights all around the globe, is cur-
rently debating on the two important and controversial issues of the past few years: discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 
identification, and ensuring human dignity in national prison systems. With homophobia and transphobia still rampant in today’s society, 
there have been countless cases of violations affecting the LGBTQA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and Asexual) population. 
There has been a rising number of violent assaults against people of the included categories, motivating the delegates of the HRC to tackle 
the problem by trying to provide the most effective and practical solutions. 

	 Delegates have been heatedly discussing the issue concerning national prison systems as well. Many prisoners all over the 
world face injustice inside their prisons, losing their dignity and liberty in terms of privileges during the process. There is absolutely no 
equal treatment for prisoners, who cannot even fight for the most basic human rights, including their right to health, culture, work, educa-
tion, freedom of thought and religion. Furthermore, many citizens face difficulty in reaching a decision for the prominent issue of the legali-
ty and morality of death sentences, as some believe that taking someone’s life is not something for a person to decide, whereas others 
believe that death is the rightful and only acceptable punishment for murder. After lobbying and the lunch break, every delegate was called 
up onto the podium in respective order, and presented their stances on the two issues. The opening speeches alone showed an interesting 
and fruitful debate to come for the next few hours. 

By: Cindy KimHUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

	
	 “Would the following delegates please form a line at the podium...” As soon as those eleven words were uttered, it was 
as if a silent storm had swept past the room; delegates began talking to each other in hushed whispers and shifted in their seats, 
both excited and nervous for the opening speeches to begin. Although seemingly frazzled and anxious, each delegate managed to 
articulate his/her stance on the issues with calm and poise. The delegate of Portugal (Hubert Hung, IBSH) 
presented strong ideas about energy poverty at the podium, arguing that a natural monopoly for 
electrical companies was essential in order to achieve the goal of having sustainable energy 
and environment, as well as an even distribution of energy amongst the people. At the 
very end of his opening speech, the delegate further urged other delegates with similar 
opinions to work with him in reaching the best solution possible, and walked away 
with an air of confidence about him. 

	 Whereas there were many like the delegate of Portugal who appeared 
persuasive and strong in front of his audience, some delegates simply stated their 
stance shyly and walked away from the podium. Upon noticing the less-than-ac-
ceptable reactions from the other delegates, the Chair chastised everyone gently 
to “be reminded to stay awake during the opening speeches.” This gained a bit of a 
laugh from everyone around the room, and a few delegates could be seen rubbing 
their eyes with embarrassment. However, the delegate of Portugal was not alone 
in his skillful debate. The delegate of UNICEF and United Kingdom took a stance on 
ending child marriages, and supported their claims with evidence of problems such 
as the increase of sexually transmitted infections and diseases, and lack of education 
provided to those who are married early. Until the very last opening speech, each delegate 
fought and defended his or her claims with supporting evidence, and further paved way for a 
successful debate. 



-BEST DRESSED

RAY WEN (Security Council) Everyone is very engaged because the 
familiar environment helped warm up 

the debates

ANGELA ZHANG (Security Council) The small scale conference really helps the delegates 
connect with each other! 

BRIAN FENG (Human Rights Council) 

PASMUN is really unique in that the lobbying process comes 

before the opening speeches. It made me feel more comfortable 

about making speaches in fromt of the council

PHOEBE YANG (Human Rights Council) 

Every one is bright and cheerful!

SALINA KUO (ECOSOC) It’s really cool that we are talking about essential 
world problems! But I wish there were more 
issues to talk about.

DERRICK CHANG (ECOSOC) 
I got lost trying to find the school....


