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Introduction

In Somalia, there is a lack of a strong unifying government. The presence of international aid in

hopes of creating a government gave rise to insurgent groups which further sparked conflict within the

nation and also led to further unrest between various clans. All this gave rise to the armed conflicts that

are occurring within the nation and in turn, led to many people being displaced from their homes. There

has been a long history of fighting between various clans since the creation of Somalia but subsided as

International assistance led to the creation of a centralized government and abolishment of the coalition

between various clans. However, in recent years, many clans started to rise up once again in opposition

to the foreign interference within the nation. Besides, the terrorist group Al-Shabaab which started as a

military group with the assistance of the coalition of clans within Somalia grew stronger in presence,

established their base of operations in Somalia, and started launching attacks in nearby countries. To

summarize, despite having a government, there are still fights for power and uprising within the nation

against foreign interference and terrorist groups residing within Somalia.

Aside from armed conflicts, there are also multiple violations of human rights within Somalia.

These violations range from the restriction of freedom of speech, cases of human trafficking, and female

genitalia mutilation within the nation. During this time, the current government of Somalia fails to abide by

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by censoring the freedom of expression in control of media

and the flow of information. The armed conflict in Somalia is a major factor in human trafficking cases

within Somalia. Although the country has created a task force in combating human trafficking, human

trafficking is still a major issue within the country. The tradition of female genitalia mutilation has not yet

been outlawed by the country. Despite it being labeled by the World Health Organization (WHO) as a

violation of human rights, Somalia remains one of the many countries which still have not outlawed this

practice and still remains an issue to be addressed by the country. In conclusion, Somalia has multiple

offences of human rights violations that need to be addressed including the restriction of freedom of
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speech, the large number of human trafficking cases, and the lack of laws addressing the practice of

female genitalia mutilation.

Definition of Key Terms

Internally Displaced Person (IDP)

According to the United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, an Internally

Displaced Person (IDP) is defined as people who have to flee their residence in the escape of armed

conflict, violence, natural disasters, or human rights violations. The difference between refugees and

IDPs is the fact that IDPs are those that still reside within the nation and have not yet crossed

international borders when fleeing. In the context of Somalia, there have been terrorist groups such as

Al-Shabaab, clan wars within Somalia, and forceful evictions by landowners that resulted in the

displacement of these people. During the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, the crowded living spaces of IDPs and

damage to the informal sectors of the economy, on which they rely, resulted in them suffering both

medically and economically.

Female Genitalia Mutilation (FGM)

The World Health Organization describes Female Genitalia Mutilation (FGM) as the partial or total

removal of the external female genitalia or injury to the female genitalia for non-medical reasons. FGM is

a tradition within some African cultures, and there are more than 200 million women who suffer from this

act. FGM is a procedure that has no medical benefits to women, is performed when girls are at a young

age (before the age of 15), and is a violation of the victim’s human rights. The origin of FGM is based on

the belief that the cutting off of the female genitalia could help women resist extramarital sexual acts.

Background Information

Beginning of the Country

In 1887, Britain, wanting to gain control over routes to India through the Suez canal, gained

control over Italian Somalia and named it British Somaliland. However, the British retreated to the coastal

regions of Somalia when a native uprising arose in 1910. As this is happening, Italy saw an opportunity

and took over much of what the British had abandoned. When WWII passed by and the United Nations

was established, Italy was forced to relinquish its claim over Somalia and henceforth belonged to the

United Nations. Within the 10 years between Somalia’s independence and Italy relinquishing control,
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Somalia was a UN trust territory under the Italian administration. In 1960, Somalia officially became

independent and merged with British Somalia, and formed the Somali Republic.

Somalia as a Republic

Within the 9 years of Somalia under the rule of the people, it plunged into armed conflict

with Ethiopia. Under the issue of border conflict, Somalia started to fight against Ethiopia over the

Ogaden region. During this conflict, Somalia attempted to balance the administrative methods

and power of each clan but ultimately failed to do so. As a result of their futile attempts to unite

the various clans, they were powerless when general Mohamad Siad Barre instigated a military

coup against the government and took control of Somalia.

Military Dictatorship

As Siad Barre took control of the government, he attempted to fix the failing economy of

Somalia by requesting foreign aid. During this period of time, the country received economic aid

from the International Monetary Fund and multiple independent nations as an investment. This

aid included the United States’ funding of $100 million a year. However, since these aids often

came as a form of loan, the occurrence of multiple droughts increased the foreign aid and led to

foreign entities retracting their aid. During this time, Siad Barre used the conflict of different clans

to distract everyone from the failing economy of Somalia. In the end, the collapse of the Somali

economy led to civil unrest in the North known as the Somali National Movement (SNM), and this

and various other factions fighting against the government led to Siad Barre fleeing the country

and creating an absence of government in Somalia.

Somaliland Declaration of Independence

As Siad Barre’s regime came to an end, Somaliland declared independence from

Somalia. The reason for this independence is due to the North having more of a functioning

government and wanting to stray away from the conflict in the South. The lack of a unifying

government in Southern Somalia led to anarchy and wars between various clans residing within

Somalia. In order to provide humanitarian aid to those under the armed conflict, the UN created

the United Nations Operation in Somalia (UNSOM) to assist the citizens. This conflict within

Somalia of various clan leaders is still present today and is a major issue that the UN is aiming to

resolve.
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Key Issues

Human Rights Violations

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a document that serves to outline the basic

rights that all citizens should have. Prior to the conflict of civil war within the nation, Somalia already

has had various human rights violations. However, as the conflict came along, more people were

affected by their actions and the lack of a strong governmental presence resulted in many more incidents

which violated human rights.

Human Trafficking

Human trafficking is a violation of human rights specifically that of article 4 of the Universal

Declaration of human rights which prohibits slavery in all of its forms. Some main causes of

human trafficking could include poor income household, leading to families having no choice but

to sell their children. Ever since Somaliland declared its independence, there have been little to

no actions taken by the nation to combat human trafficking. In 2020 alone, there have been over

one thousand child trafficking situations detected according to the US Department of State. As

human trafficking cases start to rise due to the lack of a presence of a unifying government in

Somalia, Somalia vowed to combat human trafficking and has made minor improvements such as

creating The Trafficking and Smuggling Task Force to fight back against human trafficking.

Although the task force has helped through ways such as raising awareness, due to a lack of

statistical evidence provided by the Somalian government, it is difficult to determine the effect that

the task force has had on Somalia’s trafficking crisis.

Women’s Rights

In Somalia, there are vast amounts of cases in which women’s rights are being violated.

Two main issues regarding women’s rights that are present in Somalia include violence against

women and FGM. In Somalia, it is not a rare occurrence for women to be a victim of violence

whether it would be sexual or physical violence because of the cultural background of most

African traditions in viewing women as inferior to men. Regarding violence, there were 45

documented cases of sexual violence between May and August as documented by UN, where

women who were sexually abused were killed. This results in the possibility of victims not wanting

to report cases of sexual abuse. As for FGM, it is estimated that 98% of women in Somaliland

suffer from this inhumane medical procedure that violates human rights.

Freedom of Expression
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In Somalia, the freedom of expression is largely curtailed to prevent criticisms of the

government as news is largely censored. One such example would be Abdimalik Muse Olden, a

journalist who criticized the president, who was imprisoned for spreading anti-national

propaganda. Another case of this censorship is the shutting down of news stations Universal TV

and Star TV as ordered by the minister of Information. The attempt of censoring news and

controlling the flow of information is a violation of Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights.

Armed Conflicts

As Somalia plunged into military conflict due to a lack of a unifying government, armed conflict

arose within the nation. This armed conflict consisted mainly of clan wars within Somalia. One of the

most powerful clans within the conflict zone was Al-Shabaab and it would, later on, be designated as a

terrorist group as they start to expand their power into other nations.

Terrorism

Al-Shabaab started as a military group that acts to assist the Islamic Courts Union (ICU)

to take over the nation. However, multiple conflicts and distrust of other nations resulted in them

starting to attack other countries. The formation of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG)

sparked further conflict in the nation and as Ethiopia took control over Mogadishu, Al-Shabaab

started to strengthen in power. Later on, Al-Shabaab would come to be recognized by the United

Nations as a terrorist group and they would expand their attacks into other countries such as

Kenya and Ethiopia with Somalia as their base of operation.

Civil War

Although the TFG entered and formed a government in Mogadishu, there are still multiple

armed conflicts within the nation. The main conflict is one between the ICU and TFG in a fight for

the control of Somalia. The conflict between clans started off when the nation declared

independence and unrest continued all throughout the century until the 21st century. In 2004,

various clans worked together to form the ICU and it came into conflict with the internationally

supported TFG. On December 27th, 2006, the ICU retreated to Mogadishu and TFG managed to

gain control of the government. However, in recent years, there has been a rise in conflicts

between clans as Islamic insurgency started to fight in opposition to foreign presence in Somalia.

Since many countries have attempted to provide aid by interfering with the nation such as the

UAE or Qatar, and sending the military such as the United States trying Al-Qaeda operatives, the
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Popular Resistance movement, and other insurgency groups started to rise against foreign

influence.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Amnesty International

Amnesty International is a non-governmental organization that campaigns for human rights.

Every year, they would publish research results that demonstrate the human rights violations of various

countries. As inspected by the Amnesty International report on Somalia in 2020, Somalia is a country

that has many offences regarding the violations of human rights. These violations include violation of

freedom of speech, civilian attacks, violence against women and much more.

Human Rights Watch

The Human Rights Watch is an organization that investigates and exposes human rights

violations while simultaneously talking to governments and the United Nations in discussing the progress

in resolving the issue. In the Human Rights Watch Somalia 2019 report, various issues ranging of the

government abusing its power to terrorist groups and abuse to women and children are discussed. The

Human Rights Watch believes that the need for humanitarian aid should be placed as the utmost priority

in assisting those suffering from the conflict.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia has always assisted in combating Al-Shabaab since Somalia fell into conflict and this is

not an exception in modern times. Ethiopia currently participates under the African Union Mission in

Somalia (AMISOM). These allied forces of African nations surpass that of the Somali military power and

serve to assist in combating Al-Shabaab. Aside from AMISOM, Ethiopia also has its own military aside

from AMISOM assisting in the operation. However, due to the civil war within Ethiopia, the attention of

the Ethiopian troops have had to be redirected to their own nation, leading to Al-Shabaab further

expanding its reach and activities. To be specific, there have been uprisings in Tigray, Ethiopia, causing

the nation to redirect their forces. Seeing as Ethiopia is the main force of AMISOM, this could snowball

and lead to other nations pulling out from this, resulting in the rise of Al-Shabaab once more.

Somalia

Over the past few years, there have been many attempts in the calling of actions by the United

Nations for Somalia to take action against the issues within its own nation. However, due to the central
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government being lacking in power in dealing with all these issues, most of their issues regarding

terrorism has been tackled through the assistance of foreign powers. However, in terms of human rights

violations, the government has not taken much effort in resolving the problems brought forth by

accusations. Issues such as the violation of the freedom of expression and the violation of women’s

rights have not been resolved seeing as journalists and news stations who criticize the government are

being jailed and shut down while there has not been any laws outlawing the practices of human genital

mutilation.In terms of human trafficking, Somalia has made an active effort in trying to tackling the issue

through the creation of the Trafficking and Smuggling Task Force to deal combat human trafficking.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Date Description of event

July 1st, 1960

Somalia’s Declaration of Independence

After a long time under the rule of British colonialism. The end of the second

world war led to the creation of the United Nations which liberated most colonies

under foreign rule. During this time, Somalia belonged to the United Nations and

was under Italian administrative rule. It was not until July 1st, 1960 when

Somalia became independent and formed the Somalia Republic, and civil unrest

began as clans started to fight one another for power.

October 21, 1969

Military Coup of Siad Barre

Somalia used to be a nation ruled by the people. However, in 1969, General

Mohamed Siad Barre instigated a military coup and started his rule over

Somalia. This rule would later lead to the SNM to begin civil unrest and force

Siad Barre into exile.

May 18th, 1991

Somaliland Declaration of Independence

After military dictator Siad Barre was overthrown, Somaliland decided to create

its own government. This declaration of Independence leaves Somaliland with

no government and as a result, it fell into anarchy. The areas of Somaliland

would be filled with armed conflict as regional warlords fight one another in an

attempt to take control over Somaliland.

August 30th, 2021 Adoption of Resolution 2592
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Resolution 2592 further provided more efforts in UNSOM in hopes of resolving

conflicts regarding terrorist group Al-Shabaab. It asserts that member nations

should continue coordinated efforts and there should be a stronger presence

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948

● Somalia Independence, 1 July 1960

● Military coup of Siad Barre, 21 October 1969

● Somaliland Independence, 18 May 1991

● Resolution 39/23, 28 September 2018 (HRS/RES/39/23)

● Resolution 2592, 30 August 2021 (S/RES/2592)

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

The United Nations has many times adapted treaties and resolutions in order to resolve the

aforementioned issues. These methods include calling for the Somalian government to enforce the

protection of human rights, the creation of UNSOM in order to assist those who are victims of the conflict,

and the request for foreign aid. Firstly, resolution 39/23 is an attempt to call for the government of

Somalia to take more action in listening to the suggestions of member nations in further pushing for the

protection of human rights. However, despite that, there are still many instances of freedom of speech

being censored and female human rights being violated as the government of Somalia still abuses its

power to control information while simultaneously not taking any actions to outlaw these violations. The

creation of UNSOM has many purposes and has achieved a lot in providing humanitarian aid for the

people. However, it is a double-edged sword in dealing with all the conflicts that are happening. While

UNSOM serves to provide humanitarian aid to IDPs, one flaw that it overlooks is the possible smuggling

of weapons into the nation such as the notion of wanting to impose counter-terrorist sanctions being

denied due to the possibility of the curtail in resources being provided to these people in need. In terms

of foreign aid, it is an extremely unsuccessful and unpopular choice in order to resolve the conflict. A

conflict of interest such as that between UAE and Qatar’s competition over political dominance led to

further conflict within the nation. On the other hand, airstrikes ordered by the US to bomb Al-Shabaab

terrorist groups ended up receiving reports about the civilian bombings and innocent people who were

killed, rendering independent foreign aid unsuccessful in its assistance to resolve the conflict.
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Possible Solutions

Seeing as there are many issues within Somalia that need to be addressed, there also needs to

be a wide variety of solutions to resolve each and every issue. Working with UNOSOM could help to

provide humanitarian supplies and cease the conflict. This could also help with the calling for action of

the Somalian government to take action or further cooperate with NGOs in helping the citizens. The

military conflicts on the other hand require more foreign aid united together in order to resolve the issue.

Since there is already the UNOSOM program that serves to help the people, it would not hurt to further

expand this program in order to help the innocent people living under the conflict within the nation. On

the other hand, although it has failed once, the request and possible mandating of the Somalian

government to take action could also be a way in resolving large numbers of human rights violations

although doing so needs to be careful as they may result in further military conflict within the nation.

Lastly, the need for foreign aid is almost required if the military conflict needs to be solved. However, it

would be ineffective to have these countries act independently as they will possibly prioritize personal

interest, so it would be best to either expand the UNSOM program to start helping to deal with the

military conflict or to hold further negotiations between various power holders of the country in hopes of

resolving the issue. At the end of the day, each and every action taken has various drawbacks and may

not be completely effective in dealing with the issues so it is a necessity to have a large variety of actions

taken to bring peace and freedom to the people.
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