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Introduction 

According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), in 2019, over 14 million infants did               

not receive proper vaccinations. In life-threatening situations where a child may be born in a less                

economically developed country (LEDC), medical resources may be inaccessible and sanitary needs            

would not be met. In a world where research on the development of vaccines has advanced                

tremendously, the global vaccination coverage unfortunately remains the same. 

Though vaccine effectiveness varies from person to person, studies by the CDC have shown that               

flu vaccinations allow a 40 to 60% decrease in the likelihood of catching the virus. However, vaccines’                 

actual efficacy is reduced when healthcare workers fail to use and store them properly. One very recent                 

example of this is the thousands of wasted COVID-19 vaccines in the United Kingdom, which resulted in                 

the inability of the general practitioners to estimate the exact amount of vaccine recipients. With this                

comes an extra factor of storage. Because there is such a big mismatch between the number of vaccines                  

available and the amount of vaccines needed, it creates a problem in further storing those vaccines that                 

are already ready to be in use. 

The lack of access to and improper usage of vaccines have always been a public health issue. It                  

has been scientifically proven that the right vaccines with the right patients do lower the chances of                 

infecting diseases, especially in a pandemic. Humanity is currently in a state of crisis, and ensuring                

access to vaccinations for all citizens will be one of the crucial saving factors for there to be a possibility                    

of ending deaths caused by deadly viruses. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Vaccination 

Vaccination is the process of administering a vaccine. Vaccines work with a person’s body’s              

natural defenses to build protection within, prompting a response from the body’s immune system.              

Numerous vaccines have been developed, and more than 20 diseases, often life-threatening, can now              

be prevented. Such diseases include tetanus, influenza, and measles. 

Immunization 

Immunization is when people or animals undergo a process of protection with the production of               

antibodies to fight off infectious diseases temporarily or permanently. Immunity can be achieved through              

vaccination. A person that is immune to a certain disease can be exposed to it without risk of infection.                   

immunity through immunization allows for a person to develop the needed immune response to the               

disease, all without the process of being ill or the potential complications. The word immunization is often                 

used interchangeably with the word vaccination. 

Vaccine Nationalism 

Vaccine nationalism is when the more economically developed countries (MEDCs) use their high             

financial resources to ensure large amounts of vaccinations available in one country. This causes a huge                

problem to the less economically developed countries (LEDCs) as they now struggle to have access to                

vaccines since resources available have significantly decreased because they have been taken by more              

powerful countries. 

 

Background Information 

Socioeconomic Inequalities in Immunization 

The graph below shows the child vaccination coverage against the 4 major vaccines in LEDCs.               

Children in MEDCs have a higher chance of getting vaccinated just because of their countries’ higher                

availability of resources. The inequalities are obvious when comparing countries like Nepal, Honduras,             

and Armenia, where 85% of children received all four vaccines, with countries like Mali, Nigeria, and                

Ethiopia, where only 30% of the children received all four vaccines. 
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Caption #1: Child vaccination coverage (%) against the four core vaccine-preventable diseases in 46              

low/middle-income countries. 

Improper Use of Vaccines  

Inadequate Storage Conditions 

Vaccines are in their optimal condition when stored in places that have a temperature of               

around 2 to 8 degrees Celsius. Usually, vaccines are stored in health care centers, storage               

facilities, or hospitals and clinics. According to UNICEF, over 37.1% of vaccines in developing              

countries have been exposed to temperatures out of this recommended range. This can cause an               

increase of risk in unexpected disease outbreaks in more vulnerable areas. Viable vaccines may              

go to waste if they are not stored properly and another human life can be unfortunately lost 

 

Key Issues 

Unequal Distribution of Vaccines 

Vaccines are extremely crucial in a society’s health and well being. According to the World Health                

Organization (WHO), vaccines prevent an estimated 2 to 3 million deaths every year, but an additional                

1.5 million deaths could be avoided if global immunization coverage improves. Yet, there is still not                

enough supply to meet the constant growth of demand in vaccines, even in MEDCs. As of now, the                  

number of vaccine manufacturers is growing in both MEDCs and LEDCs, but it is harder for LEDCs to                  
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get the research funds needed for vaccine development. Developing new vaccines is critical for global               

safety, and there are currently millions of children who die of terminal illnesses because of the lack of                  

vaccination.  

Vaccine Hesitancy 

Vaccine hesitancy is when people choose not to take vaccines or delay them even when they are                 

available. This can be caused by a variety of reasons, such as different influences by the media and                  

personal beliefs. The Anti-vaccination movement was initiated by people who perceive a connection             

between autism and vaccination. This link was proven false in an experiment conducted by the CDC in                 

2013, where the results of the total amount of vaccine stemmed antigens were the same between                

children who were and were not diagnosed with autism. Another reason for vaccine refusal is the fear of                  

immune system overload. However, according to a research report in The Journal of the American               

Medical Association, vaccines injected from the age range of 2 to 4 have no correlation with infections.                 

The belief that vaccines will create a burden on a child’s immune system is thus unfounded.  

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

United Kingdom (UK) 

 

Caption #2: Summary of the total admission rates in the United Kingdom by age 

The UK is one of the countries hit hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic, as death tolls have                 

officially surpassed 100,000 and over 3 million people are infected by the virus. In an attempt to contain                  
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the virus, the UK has had more than 2.2 million people in the UK have received the first dose of the                     

COVID-19 vaccine according to the NHS. However, because of the vaccine shortage, the government              

has set a priority list with all those 75 years of age and over in as a forefront category as this age group                       

has the highest COVID-19 admission right. 

United States of America (US) 

Being one of the biggest MEDCs in the world, the US has a tremendous amount of impact on                  

global vaccination progressions today. However, in modern times, there is a rise of an anti-vaccination               

movement, where “anti-vaxxers”, often parents, refuse themselves or their children to be vaccinated.             

People have even gone as far as to protest and spread misinformation about vaccines saying they may                 

cause death despite vaccines being scientifically proven and endorsed by the UN to be a powerful                

immunization tool. Furthermore, the notion that vaccines cause autism and disabilities is not only              

scientifically unfounded but extremely ableist. Autism and disabilities should not be treated as evil harm               

that the anti-vaxxers are willing to endanger the lives of their children and others to prevent. 

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) 

UNICEF is the biggest consumer base of immunization vaccines 40 percent of the global volume               

of vaccines. This year, UNICEF purchased 261 million worth of vaccines. Ever since the Polio outbreak,                

UNICEF has been extremely outspoken about the importance of vaccines, and makes it a duty to                

support the access of vaccines to all nations, especially developing countries (or LEDCs). In 2019,               

UNICEF procured an estimated 2.43 billion doses of vaccines to around 100 countries to reach               

approximately 45% of the world’s children under five. Vaccines were supplied in support of country               

programs, in addition to outbreak and humanitarian response activities.  

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 
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2018  

Resolution A71/12 

This resolution is from the Fifty-First World Health Assembly. The resolution 

addresses the issue of the “global shortage of, and access to, medicines and 

vaccines”, in which the road map report indicating the actions of the World 

Health Organization pertaining to this issue is elaborated.  

April, 2020  

The Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator is created  

The Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator was created as part of a global 

partnership between global health organizations such as the WHO, Gavi, and 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Creation of the International Vaccine Institution (IVI), 28 October 1997  

● Global Immunization Strategy, 25 May 2005 (WHA58.15) 
● Global Vaccine Action Plan (GVAP), May 2012 

● First Global Vaccine Summit, April 24 2013  

● Establishment of SDG 3 on Good Health and Well-Being, 2015  

● Addressing the global shortage of, and access to, medicines and vaccines, 19 March 2018 

(A71/12)  
● Access to medicines and vaccines, 4 April 2019 (A72/17) 
● Establishment of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, April 2020 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Global Immunization Vision and Strategy (GIVS) 

The Global Immunization Vision and Strategy (GIVS) is an initiative established by the World              

Health Organization and UNICEF, along with other partners, and is “invested in the drive towards               

universal immunization.” GIVS set a number of immunization goals that require the cooperation of              

governments, while also providing several different strategies that countries could implement to achieve             

said goals. The goals are centered around four main areas: immunization of more people against more                

diseases, development and introduction of a range of newly available vaccines and technologies,             

integration of other critical health interventions, and management of vaccination programs and activities             

within the context of global interdependence. The organizations within GIVS developed guidelines that             

would help countries develop their own comprehensive Multi-Year Plans (cMYP) for immunization if they              

do not have one in place already.  

By 2010, many countries had already started using the guidelines suggested by GIVS to create               

their own cMYPs and had incorporated them into their health programs. In 2011, GIVS was presented at                 
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the World Bank, and governments, scientists, businesses, and many other 

institutions. Its goal is to increase the pace of the “development, production, and 

equitable access” to COVID-19 tools such as tests, vaccines, and treatments. It 

also aims to restore the activity of social and economic in the world, as well as 

facilitating the control of the COVID-19 disease in the future.  
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the World Health Assembly, and several improvements were highlighted, including the reduction of             

measles cases and deaths, routine immunization coverage, and many more.  

One issue with GIVS was that the states that agreed to achieve the immunization goals did not                 

seem to be prepared for what achieving these goals actually entail, specifically to increase storage for                

vaccines in temperature-regulated spaces, as well as a surveillance system that would allow countries to               

monitor the new vaccines.  

Global Vaccine Action Plan (GVAP)  

The Global Vaccination Action Plan (GVAP) was developed in 2012 and endorsed by all the               

member states of the United Nations. It was developed through the cooperation of the UN with health                 

and immunization experts, as well as Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs). Its purpose was to             

decrease the number of deaths that are preventable by vaccines by the year 2020. Its goals were to                  

strengthen “routine immunization”, “introduce new and improved vaccines”, and further progress in            

research and development for new vaccines.  

The GVAP was able to achieve many of its goals, such as decreasing child mortality and                

introducing new vaccines, especially in LEDCs. However, the development of new vaccines would also              

imply an increase in funding, and many of the LEDCs rely heavily on Gavi funding (a partner in                  

cooperation with the UN that helped develop the GVAP). There are questions about whether this kind of                 

funding would be beneficial and feasible in the long-term.  

Another issue that arose with this increased accessibility of vaccines is that there have been               

instances of shortages, including vaccines for BCG, IPV, and yellow fever. In addition to shortages,               

several LEDCs cannot afford to import vaccines, seeing as they do not have the necessary resources to                 

develop these vaccines themselves, despite the funding from Gavi.  

Ongoing Initiatives 

Currently, the WHO is developing a new global plan and strategy, IA2030, to combat the issue of                 

the deprived access to vaccines. The organization has worked closely with individual countries to ensure               

that the vision, priorities, and goals of this new plan are aligned with each country’s own needs, and                  

would be able to be revised based on said needs. The main purpose of IA2030’s goals is to inspire                   

countries to take action and actually implement the new plans into their health programs.  

Another ongoing initiative to tackle the issue at hand is the creation of the World Immunization                

Week. The World Immunization Week is a campaign aiming to spread awareness about the issues               

surrounding the obstacles to universal immunization, as well as to decrease vaccine hesitancy.  
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Possible Solutions 

Education 

One possible solution to the issue would be enhancing education on vaccines through social              

media. Media platforms can be used to spread awareness about the misconceptions surrounding             

vaccinations. In recent years, there has been an increase in anti-vax sentiments. Media platforms would               

allow for experts and professionals to explain these misconceptions that lead to anti-vax sentiments.              

Another solution related to education would be educating students about vaccinations and immunization             

at school. If there is a mandatory course on immunization and its importance in the world, children will                  

learn early on that vaccines are not harmful but instead essential to protecting oneself from deadly                

diseases. Further, teaching the children at an early age about such concepts will help reduce the                

chances of misinformation in the future. 

Debt Relief Initiatives 

Debt relief initiatives, especially in Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs), could be a viable              

solution to increasing access to vaccines. Many countries are too much in debt to afford to spend their                  

money on improving the national health system. However, with the implementation of debt relief              

initiatives, such as the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative developed by the International Monetary Fund              

(IMF), countries can now be relieved of their debts and thus focus on improving the national health                 

system. It is important to point out that debt relief initiatives might demand that the country must dedicate                  

a certain percentage of its national budget towards improving the public health system.  

As previously mentioned, one of such debt relief initiatives is the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative               

developed by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). This initiative allowed for 100 percent relief on a                

country’s debts by three institutions: the IMF, the World Bank, and the African Development Fund (ADF).                

First, countries must meet certain criteria to be eligible for this initiative. There are four conditions that the                  

country must fulfill in order for the three institutions to help relieve its debt, and once the country has                   

started receiving the funds, there are also certain conditions that the country must follow.  

Adding on to the conditions that the countries must meet in order to continue receiving funds, it is                  

important to highlight the necessity of increasing their social spending, seeing as they no longer need to                 

worry about their debts. Most importantly, there should be a condition that requests countries to spend a                 

certain amount of their social spendings on their health programs.  
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Guidelines on Storage and Proper Use of Vaccines 

International guidelines on the storage and proper use of vaccines should be established so that               

health professionals would know how to preserve and properly use their vaccines. It is important that                

vaccines are used correctly, seeing as they could, if used incorrectly, be harmful. Drawing up               

international guidelines would lead to a standard procedure for storing and using vaccines. It could be                

possible for health experts from around the globe to come up with an international guideline that states                 

can rely on. The misuse or misplacement of vaccines can decrease their effectiveness, so health               

professionals must be educated and informed of the correct way to store and use their vaccines.  
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