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Introduction

Taiwan, officially known as the Republic of China (ROC), is an East Asian island adjacent to the

People's Republic of China(PRC). Following the end of the Chinese Revolution , in which the

Communists seized possession of Chinese territory and established the People's Republic of China , the

Nationalists fled to Taiwan, and for nearly three decades both the PRC and the ROC claimed to be the

sole legitimate government of the Chinese people. Despite the fact that the PRC is internationally

recognized and regarded as China's legitimate government, Taiwan continues to struggle for

international recognition. Since losing its UN seat to China in 1971, the ROC has had few international

allies, with only 21 UN member states and the Holy See recognizing its sovereignty. As a result, while

both the PRC and the ROC claim to be the governors of all of China, the ROC is widely regarded as a

part of China on a global scale.

Definition of Key Terms

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)

The Democratic Progressive Party(DPP) is a Taiwanese nationalist and left political party in

Taiwan. As of 2022, the DPP is the majority ruling party and the dominant party in the Pan-Green

Coalition, controlling both the Republic of China presidency and the unicameral Legislative Yuan.

Kuomintang (KMT)

The Kuomintang (KMT), also known as the Guomindang (GMD) or the Chinese Nationalist Party,

has been a major political party in both the Chinese mainland and Taiwan throughout its history. From

1928 to 1949, it was the Republic of China's dominant ruling party on the Chinese mainland. Due to its

defeat in the Chinese Civil War, the party was forced to flee the mainland, but it maintained authoritarian

rule over Taiwan under the Dang Guo system until democratic reforms were implemented in the 1990s.
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In Taiwanese politics, the KMT is the leading party in the Pan-Blue Coalition and largely clashes with the

opposing DPP , with which it is presently the largest opposition party in the Legislative Yuan.

Background Information

History of Taiwan

Taiwan has a history dating back to the third century AD, although Chinese settlement began in

the early 17th century. The island also drew Europeans. Taiwan became part of the Fukien Province and

ceded to the Ch'ing in 1683, some 20 years after the Dutch abandoned the island. Taiwan was China's

principal source of rice and sugar in the mid-nineteenth century. Taiwan was a distinct province of

mainland China in 1886, with T'ai-chung serving as the legal capital and Taipei serving as the temporary

capital until 1894, when it became the legal capital. However, during the Sino-Japanese War in 1895, the

Treaty of Shimonoseki resulted in the Japanese taking control of Taiwan and the Penghu Islands. The

Japanese were not welcomed by the Taiwanese people, and as a result, they encountered several

difficulties during their rule.

Following Japan's defeat in WWII, the Chinese Nationalist government regained control of Taiwan

as a result of the Cairo Agreement of 1943. The Taiwanese people applauded this move, only to discover

later that there was little difference, owing to the fact that both the Japanese and the Chinese exploited

the island to supply for their respective mainlands. Following the Nationalists' departure to Taiwan

following the Communists' victory on the mainland, Taiwan struggled to be acknowledged as the sole

government of the Chinese people. In 1954, the United States of America and the Republic of China

signed the Sino-American Mutual Defense Treaty, which committed the US to defending Taiwan and the

Penghu Islands. In 1955, the United States and the People's Republic of China held negotiations in the

expectation that China would agree to a peaceful resolution of Taiwanese sovereignty and claims.

Nonetheless, by 1958, the PRC had chosen a more hostile stance, thus putting an end to the prospect of

a peaceful solution. Finally 1971 is marked as the year that Taiwan was replaced by the PRC as the

representative of China in the UN through the UN General Assembly Resolution 2758.

Finally, during the 1992 Consensus between the PRC and the ROC, they both agreed that there

is only one Chinese government, which is China in the PRS's perspective and Taiwan in the ROC's

perspective. Furthermore , all parties agreed that there is only one Chinese government, but that there

was a misunderstanding about which government is responsible.

Key Issues

Pan-Green Coalition vs. Pan-Blue Coalition
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The Pan-Green Coalition, led by the Democratic Progressive Party , supports Taiwan

independence, while the Pan-Blue Coalition, led by the Kuomintang, opposes it . Taiwan's Pan-Green

Coalition aspires for sovereignty and independence. The Pan-Blue coalition, on the other hand, seeks to

strengthen relations with the People’s Republic of China, which they refer to as "mainland China," in

hopes to ultimately "reunify" China.

Pan-Green Coalition

The pan-Green coalition is a nationalist political coalition in Taiwan, consisting of the

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), Taiwan Statebuilding Party (TSP), Taiwan Solidarity Union

(TSU), Taiwan Independence Party (TAIP), and Taiwan Constitution Association (TCA). The

pan-Green coalition

Pan-Blue Coalition

The pan-Blue coalition is another political coalition consisting of the Kuomintang (KMT),

People First Party (PFP), New Party (CNP), Non-Partisan Solidarity Union (NPSU), and Young

China Party (YCP). Originally synonymous with Chinese unification, the Pan-Blue Coalition has

shifted to a more conservative stance over recent years, supporting the current regime while

rejecting quick unification with mainland China. It now contends that reunification is only possible

after the communist regime in mainland China collapses and/or transitions to democracy, either

as a new democratic government or through the re-establishment of Kuomintang's government,

which fled to Taiwan following the Chinese Civil War. This would also allow Chiang Kai-body

shek's to be repatriated to his ancestral home.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Taiwan (Republic of China)

The ROC, according to Taiwan, is the legitimate government of the Chinese people. During the

1980s, the KMT rejected China's stance on reunification, but in 1985, Chiang Ching-kuo commenced

relations with the PRC. Taiwanese people were once again allowed to travel to China when martial law

was lifted in 1987. President Ma Yingjeou (KMT, 2008-2016) previously stated that if he won the 2008

election, he would establish a Three-Noes policy. The Three-Noes policy is an acronym that stands for

"no union, no independence, and no use of force." Taiwan's current president has made no reference to
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the Three-Noes strategy, and she has also stated that Taiwan would carefully manage

Taiwanese-Chinese ties in order to gradually build confidence.

The strategy however is concerning for the younger generation of Taiwanese citizens, as they

hope to be independent from China a lot more passionately when compared to older generations. There

are also a lot more Taiwanese residents who refer to themselves as Taiwanese instead of Chinese.

According to a Taiwanese Public Opinion Foundation study conducted on May 27, 80.8 percent of

residents identify as Taiwanese, 8.1 percent as Chinese, and 7.6 percent as both Chinese and

Taiwanese. Furthermore, 51.2 percent want Taiwan to be independent, 14.9 percent favor unification,

and 16 percent believe Taiwan and the mainland are part of the same China. This survey shows how the

general Taiwanese population are favoring independence from China and how the question of Taiwanese

independence never has been more of an urgent question than it has been now.

China (People’s Republic of China)

The Chinese regard Taiwan as a "rebel" province that must be reunited with its mainland (PRC).

This implies that the Chinese may be prepared to use force in the future to accomplish their objective of

unity. Furthermore, the ROC's lack of global recognition, according to the Chinese, indicates that the

PRC is the legal and only government of China, and that Taiwan must be reunited. Taiwan is significant

to the Chinese because controlling the island implies that the PRC will control international maritime

trade routes that are critical to strengthening the Chinese economy. China has previously suggested the

"one nation, two systems" idea (The same system was applied to Hong Kong). With this arrangement,

two systems coexist in one nation; the PRC stays under communist leadership, while Taiwan will be

governed by a capitalist system. According to the Chinese, if the "one nation, two systems" policy is

implemented, it will not affect the lives of Taiwanese; nevertheless, the ROC has rejected this plan.

United States of America

The United States acknowledges the People's Republic of China as China's government, but it

has maintained certain unofficial contacts with the Taiwanese, implying that Taiwan and the United

States are not bound by official diplomatic ties. Following World War II, the United States offered major

support to Taiwan in order to assist in the rebuilding of its economy; however, no assistance is being

supplied to Taiwan in declaring their sovereignty in order to prevent conflicts with the PRC.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
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Date Description of event

April 17th, 1885

Treaty of Shimonoseki

The treaty of Shimonoseki was the agreement that concluded the first

Sino-Japanese War. By the terms of the treaty, China was obliged to recognize

and cede the territory of China.

October, 1949

The Chinese Nationalists flee to the island of Taiwan

After a string of victories during the Chinese Civil War, Mao Zhedong declared

the establishment of the People's Republic of China, causing Chiang Kai-Shek

to flee to Taiwan.

October 25th, 1971

UNGA Resolution 2758

The UN General Assembly passed United Nations Resolution 2758 which stated

that the People's Republic of China is the only legitimate government of China.

The resolution replaced the ROC with the PRC as a permanent member of the

Security Council in the United Nations.

1992

1992 Consensus

The 1992 consensus created the political basis for cross-strait relations and

both the ROC and PRC agree that there is one China, but disagree about what

"China" means

June, 2008

President Ma resuming cross-straight dialogue

After Beijing unilaterally suspended the channel for cross-strait dialogue, in 1995

President Ma resumed cross-straight dialogue.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Sino-American Mutual Defense Treaty 1954, effective from 3 March 1955

● Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations, 1 January 1979

● 1992 Consensus
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● UN General Assembly Resolution 2758

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Although there have been several attempts in the past to resolve this issue, none of them had

any significant results. A reason for this is the fact that both the PRC and ROC can’t come to a

consensus on who the “real” Chinese government is. Initiatives such as the “one country, two systems”

plan proposed by the PRC certainly could have solved the issue, however the ROC rejected the plan. All

in all, cross-strait relations have certainly improved over the past decade after the 2008 election, and

political negotiations will continue in the foreseeable future.

Possible Solutions

In the long run, there can realistically only be two possible solutions to ensure stability in the

region. It can either result in a peaceful unification of both the PRC and ROC, or the acceptance that

both the PRC and ROC are two different independent states. Therefore, one of the important questions

delegates should consider is the issue of who will be the rightful government of China. The other

question is of the potential instability a unification of the PRC and ROC may have on Taiwan and its

people, as a majority of the population does not wish to unify with the PRC. Furthermore, either way, the

international community must prevent any threat by the Chinese forces if the ROC does indeed declare

its independence through ways such as incentives and economic sanctions. With all things considered

the focus should be on how to ensure stability in Taiwan when they declare their independence.
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